
MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
                      NOVEMBER 3, 2015 

 
 

The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, November 3, 2015 at 5:00 
p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex.  Mayor Robert Smith presided over 
the meeting and all Council Members were present. Also present were the COO, CFO, 
General Counsel, Captain Fred Shelton, and the Human Resources Director.  
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION   

 Mayor Robert E. Smith, Sr. called the meeting to order and called upon Pastor Steven  
 James to offer the Invocation.   
        
II.  APPROVE MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF OCTOBER 20, 2015. 
 

Council Member Taylor made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting of October 20, 
2015. Council Member Box seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 
 

III. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS FOR NOVEMBER 3, 2015. 

Council Member Taylor made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims in the amount of 
$629,892.18. Council Member Gavin seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 
 

IV. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

Delete Item “F”. 
 
Move Item “I” to Executive Session – Accept Letter of Resignation from Police Chief Tony 
Carleton effective November 12, 2015, approve request to be on vacation November 2 – 3, 
2015, approve to use remaining vacation days from November 9 – 12, 2015, and to send 192 
hours of sick leave to PERS (Public Employees Retirement System). 
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Add Item “J” – Approve request for the Mayor to use city vehicle to travel to Nashville, 
TN for the NLC Conference. 
 
Add Item “K” – Approve request to refund an applicant for cancellation of Trotter Convention 
Center Rental. 
 
REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 
Add two (2) applicants, Quinn Brislin and Kevin Stafford, to the Zoning Board of Adjustments 
and Appeals. 
 
Add two (2) applicants, M. L. McCarty and James Wamble, III, to the GTR Waste  
Management Authority Board. 
 
CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA: 
Delete Mr. Brent Thompson, U. S. Congressman Trent Kelly. 

 
POLICY AGENDA 

Delete Item “A”. 
 
Add Item “E” – Discuss/Approve hiring of two (2) part-time personnel at the Trotter 
Center at no additional cost to the City. 
 
Add Item “F” – Discuss/Approve demolition of the Gilmer Inn. 
 
Add Item “G” – Discuss/Approve cost of property clean-up on cases previously heard 
by Council and for which remediation has been completed.  
 
Add Item “H” – Discuss/Approve forming a committee to discuss Officer Review 
 

V. CONSENT AGENDA: 

             A.       Accept letter of resignation from Fire Fighter Earnest Ross effective October 26,  
 2015 and approve request to be on vacation until November 4, 2015, which  

 would effectively be his last date of employment with Columbus Fire & Rescue. 
 
             B.       Approve request from Herman Manrriquez, Project Manager, RoadSafe Traffic  
                       Systems, for a full road closure on Hwy. 69 South due to KCS crossing repairs. 
                       Detours will start November 5, 2015, from 8:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. and to use 
                       Yorkville Road and Lehmberg Road as part of the detour route. See attached map. 
 
            C.        Approve request for Police Lieutenant Donnie Elkin to attend “Supervising the  
 Toxic Officer” to be held in Biloxi, MS, and approve payment of $295.00 for 
                        registration, $200.00  for lodging and $126.50 for meal expenses. 
 

            D.        Approve request for Police Lieutenant Donnie Elkin to attend “Citizens Complaints 
  & Officer Conduct for Supervisors” to be held in Columbus, OH, and approve 
 payment of $295.00 for registration, $225.00 for lodging and $236.00 for  
 meal expenses. 
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            E. Approve request for Police Officer James Hanson to attend the “Annual FATS 
 Refresher Class” to be held in Columbus, MS, and approve payment of $15.00 
 for travel expenses. 
   
            F. DELETE 
 
            G. Approve request for All-Way Stop Signs at 10th Avenue South and 10th Street.  
 
 H. Approve request for All-Way Stop Signs at Washington Avenue and 24th  
  Street South. 
 
 I. MOVED TO EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
           J. Approve request for the Mayor to use city vehicle to travel to Nashville, TN 
  for the NLC Conference. 
 
           K. Approve request to refund Tyesha Taylor the sum of $540.00 for cancellation 
  of Trotter Convention Center Rental. 
 
           Council Member Karriem made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda, according 
           to the amendments. Council Member Taylor seconded the motion. 
 
           Council Members Taylor, Box, Turner and Karriem approved the motion. Council 
           Member Gavin opposed the motion. (Council Member Mickens had not arrived) 
 
           The motion carried with a 4/1 vote. 
            

VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 
 
 A. General Comments from the Mayor and Council Members  
 
  Mayor Smith opened the floor for citizens to make comments regarding the 
  fatal death of Ricky Ball. Members from the public came forth with questions and 
  statements of concern. 
 
  Council Member Turner exited the meeting after comments were offered. 
 
 B. Board Vacancies: 
   
  David Armstrong, COO, announced vacancies on various boards and remarked 
  that no appointments can be made tonight.  
 
 Columbus-Lowndes Recreation Authority 

 One (1) Vacancy 

 Oop Swoope’s 5-Year Term expired May 25, 2015. 

 Joint Appointment from the Mayor and Board of Supervisors’ 
President 

 No Applicants at this time. 
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 Municipal Election Commission 

 One (1) Vacancy  

 Joyce Abrams resigned October 21, 2015 

 Appointment can be made December 1, 2015 to fill the remainder of a 
4-Year Term. 

 Term expires June 30, 2017. 

 No Applicants at this time 
 

 City Planning Commission 

 Three (3) Vacancies 

 Annette Savors 3-Year Term will expire November 4, 2015. 

 William Bluitt’s 3-year Term will expire November 4, 2015. 

 Major Andrews’ IV 3-Year Term will expire November 4, 2015. 

 Appointments can be made December 1, 2015. 

 No Applicants at this time 
 
 Zoning Board of Adjustments and Appeals 

 Two (2) Vacancies 

 Quinn Brislin’s 3-Year Term will expire December 4, 2015. 

 Kevin Stafford’s 3-Year Term will expire December 4, 2015. 

 Appointments can be made December 1, 2015. 
 
 APPLICANTS 

 Quinn Brislin 

 Kevin Stafford 
 

 Tree Board 

 Two (2) Vacancies 

 Kerry Pitman’s 3-Year Term will expire December 31, 2015. 

 Amber Murphee’s 3-Year Term will expire December 31, 2015. 

 Appointments can be made December 15, 2015. 

 No Applicants at this time 
 
 GTR Waste Management Authority 

 One (1) Vacancy 

 M. L. McCarty’s 4-Year Term will expire December 31, 2015. 

 Appointment can be made December 15, 2015. 
  
 APPLICANTS 

 M. L. McCarty 

 James Wamble III 
 
 

VII.  CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA 
 

 DELETE: Mr. Brent Thompson – U. S. Congressman Trent Kelly  
 

 Ms. Angela Shine – getcoveredms.org (Affordable Health Care Act) 
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Ms. Angela Shine and Brenda Wilson came forth and distributed information 
about getcoveredms.org and the Affordable Health Care Act. 
 

 Mrs. Nell Bateman & Mrs. Cheri Smith (Christian Community in Prayer)–  
Thanksgiving Proclamation. Mayor Smith presented the Proclamation to 
Council Member Box. 

 
 
 
 

VIII.    POLICY AGENDA:  

                A. DELETE 
 
                B. Discuss/Approve request to partner with Golden Triangle Planning and  
 Development District’s Brownfield Coalition Assessment Grant. 
 
 Council Member Taylor made a motion to approve the request to partner with  
 Golden Triangle Planning and Development District’s Brownfield Coalition  
 Assessment Grant. Council Member Gavin seconded the motion. 
 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. (Council Member Turner left). 
 
 The motion carried. 
 
                C. Discuss/Approve Advertising for procurement of Pre-Engineered Building  
 for new Fire Station. 
  
 Council Member Karriem made a motion to approve the advertising for pro- 
 curement of a Pre-Engineered Building for the new Fire Station. Council Member 
 Gavin seconded the motion. 
 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried. 
 
               D. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket.  
 

 BANCORP SOUTH BANK 
 2724 – 7th Avenue North 

 Case Number 15-400   Vegetation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 15-400. No one appeared.  Code 
Enforcement Officer Tomarris Jones stated the property has been remediated by the 
owner, and it is his recommendation to enter the proposed Order under Section 21-19-
11 of the Mississippi Code, finding that this property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health and safety of the community.  
This Order should provide for such re-entry as the Statute allows.  Council Member 
Taylor made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11, and for an Order stating 
the City may remediate the property with respect to cutting grass and weeds and 
removing rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with further notice to 
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the owner as required by law.  Costs are to be assessed as allowed under Section 21-
19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Gavin seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 

 
 CHRISTOPHER & JENNIFER WASHINGTON 
 818 – 21st Street North 

 Case Number 15-447   Vegetation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 15-447. No one appeared.  Code 
Enforcement Officer Tomarris Jones stated the property has been remediated by the 
owner, and it is his recommendation to enter the proposed Order under Section 21-19-
11 of the Mississippi Code, finding that this property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health and safety of the community.  
This Order should provide for such re-entry as the Statute allows.  Council Member 
Box made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11, and for an Order stating the 
City may remediate the property with respect to cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-
four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with further notice to the owner 
as required by law.  Costs are to be assessed as allowed under Section 21-19-11 of 
the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Turner seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 

 
 JUNE WINTERS PETERSON 

Waverly Ferry Road 
 Case Number 15-442  Vegetation 

 
The General Counsel called cause number 15-442. The owner of this property 
requested a 30-day extension to remediate the property. Code Enforcement Officer 
Tomarris Jones concurred with this request and recommended the 30-day extension to 
remediate the property and recommends entering an Order under Section 21-19-11 of 
the Mississippi Code, finding that this property is in such a state of uncleanliness as to 
be a menace to the public health and safety of the community.  This Order should give 
the owner seven (7) days on remediation of vegetation and forty-five (45) days to 
remediate the exterior property and provide for such re-entry as the Statute allows. 
Council Member Box made a motion to grant the extension in accordance with Section 
21-19-11, and for an Order stating the City may remediate the property with respect to 
cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal property, and other debris no 
more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period and remove dilapidated 
buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order, with further notice to the owner as required by law. 
Costs are to be assessed as allowed under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  
Council Member Gavin seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
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 The motion carried. 
 

 HOLLAND AND MARY WILLIAMS 
 Laura Fenton 

Waverly Ferry Road 
 Case Number 15-188  Structure 

 
The General Counsel called cause number 15-188. The owner of this property 
requested a 30-day extension to remediate the property. Code Enforcement Officer 
Tomarris Jones concurred with this request and recommended the 30-day extension to 
remediate the property and recommends entering an Order under Section 21-19-11 of 
the Mississippi Code, finding that this property is in such a state of uncleanliness as to 
be a menace to the public health and safety of the community.  This Order should give 
the owner seven (7) days on remediation of vegetation and forty-five (45) days to 
remediate the exterior property and provide for such re-entry as the Statute allows. 
Council Member Gavin made a motion to grant the extension in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11, and for an Order stating the City may remediate the property with 
respect to cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal property, and other 
debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period and remove 
dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) 
month period immediately following the Order, with further notice to the owner as 
required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code.  Council Member Karriem seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

 The motion carried. 
 

 EDDIE AND LUCY JOHNSON 

 1815 11th Ave. North 

 Case Number 15-409  Debris, rubbish 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 15-409. No one appeared.  Code 
Enforcement Officer Tomarris Jones stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property as such 
and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate abatement and that 
an Order be issued for the property. Council Member Taylor made a motion in 
accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the 
City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in 
the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order and cutting grass and 
weeds and removing rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve 
(12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with 
further notice to the owner as required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Mickens seconded 
the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

 The motion carried. 
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 STACY AND MARK HENDRIX 

 502 Emerald Drive 

 Case Number 15-422  Vegetation, code violation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 15-422. No one appeared.  Code 
Enforcement Officer Tomarris Jones stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property as such 
and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate abatement and that 
an Order be issued for the property. Council Member Taylor made a motion in 
accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the 
City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in 
the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order and cutting grass and 
weeds and removing rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve 
(12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with 
further notice to the owner as required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Mickens seconded 
the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

 The motion carried. 
 

 JACOB W. AND RENAE CRAWLEY 

 201 McCrary Drive 

 Case Number 15-424  Vegetation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 15-424. No one appeared.  Code 
Enforcement Officer Tomarris Jones stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property as such 
and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate abatement and that 
an Order be issued for the property. Council Member Mickens made a motion in 
accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the 
City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in 
the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order and cutting grass and 
weeds and removing rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve 
(12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with 
further notice to the owner as required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Taylor seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

 The motion carried. 
 
 

 HOME OPPORTUNITY, LLC 
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 1801 – 5th Ave. North 

 Case Number 15-426  Vegetation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 15-426. No one appeared.  Code 
Enforcement Officer Tomarris Jones stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property as such 
and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate abatement and that 
an Order be issued for the property. Council Member Mickens made a motion in 
accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the 
City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in 
the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order and cutting grass and 
weeds and removing rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve 
(12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with 
further notice to the owner as required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Taylor seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

 The motion carried. 
 
 

 ELIZABETH FREEMAN, ET AL. 

 10th Avenue North 

 Case Number 15-430  Vegetation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 15-430. No one appeared.  Code 
Enforcement Officer Tomarris Jones stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property as such 
and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate abatement and that 
an Order be issued for the property. Council Member Mickens made a motion in 
accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the 
City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in 
the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order and cutting grass and 
weeds and removing rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve 
(12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with 
further notice to the owner as required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Taylor seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

 The motion carried. 
 
 

 HENRY PERKINS, SR. ESTATE, C/O 

 OSSIE TAYLOR 

 611 Peach Street 
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 Case Number 15-431  Vegetation 

 
The General Counsel called cause number 15-431. No one appeared.  Code 
Enforcement Officer Tomarris Jones stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property as such 
and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate abatement and that 
an Order be issued for the property. Council Member Mickens made a motion in 
accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the 
City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in 
the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order and cutting grass and 
weeds and removing rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve 
(12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with 
further notice to the owner as required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Taylor seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

 The motion carried. 
 
  

 OLUFEMI OKUNOREN 

 910 Military Road 

 Case Number 15-440  Vegetation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 15-440. No one appeared.  Code 
Enforcement Officer Tomarris Jones stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property as such 
and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate abatement and that 
an Order be issued for the property. Council Member Mickens made a motion in 
accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the 
City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in 
the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order and cutting grass and 
weeds and removing rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve 
(12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with 
further notice to the owner as required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Taylor seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

 The motion carried. 
 

 BELL PROPERTY DESIGN GROUP, LLC 

 1104 – 9th Avenue North 

 Case Number 15-444  Vegetation 
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The General Counsel called cause number 15-444. No one appeared.  Code 
Enforcement Officer Tomarris Jones stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property as such 
and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate abatement and that 
an Order be issued for the property. Council Member Mickens made a motion in 
accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the 
City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in 
the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order and cutting grass and 
weeds and removing rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve 
(12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with 
further notice to the owner as required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Taylor seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

 The motion carried. 
 
 (Council Member Box exited the meeting) 
 
               E. Discuss/Approve hiring of two (2) part-time personnel at the Trotter Center 
  at no additional cost to City. 
 
 Council Member Taylor made a motion to approve the hire of two (2) part-time 
 employees at the Trotter Center for weekend functions at no additional cost to 
 the City. Council Member Gavin seconded the motion. 
 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried. 
 
               F. Discuss/Approve demolition of the Gilmer Inn. 
  
 The Council discussed the demolition of the Gilmer Inn. David Armstrong, COO 
 Remarked that the Historic Preservation Commission approved the request to 
 demolish the structure. Council Member Taylor made a motion to approve the 
 demolition of the Gilmer Inn. Council Member Gavin seconded the motion. 
 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried. (Council Member Turner was absent). 
  
    G. Discuss/Approve cost of property clean up on cases previously heard by  
  Council and which remediation has been completed. 
 
 Council Member Karriem made a motion to adjudicate property previously heard 
 by Council and for which remediation has been completed. Council Member 
 Gavin seconded the motion. 
 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
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 The motion carried. 
 
 THE ADJUDICATION FOLLOWS: 
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   H. Discuss/Approve forming a committee to discuss Officer Review 
 

  Council Member Karriem discussed forming a committee to review actions of the 
  SOG Team for the past six (6) months. 
 
  Council Member Karriem made a motion to approve the request to form a committee 
  to review actions of the SOG Team for the past six (6) months. Council Member Gavin 
  seconded the motion. 
 
  All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
  The motion carried. 
 
  THE COMMITTEE CONSISTS OF: 
   
  Council Member Taylor  Council Member Karriem 
  Rev. Steve James   Rev. R. J. Matthews 
  Berry Hinds 
 
 

 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor and 

City Council. There being none, Council Member Karriem moved that the meeting be 

adjourned. Upon second by Council Member Taylor and unanimous vote, the Mayor 

announced that the meeting was ADJOURNED. 

 
 

 
Approved by:              
      Robert E. Smith, Sr., Mayor                     Milton Rawle, Jr.,  

CFO- Secretary-Treasurer 
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