
MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
DECEMBER 19, 2017 

 

 

The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, December 19, 2017 at 
5:00 p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Robert E. Smith, Sr. 
presided over the meeting, and all Council Members were present, with the exception of 
Council Member Box, who was absent. Also present were the COO, CFO, General 
Counsel, Police Chief and the Human Resources Director.  
 
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION  

 Mayor Robert E. Smith, Sr. called the meeting to order and called upon Council  
 Member to offer the Invocation.    
       
II.  APPROVE MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF DECEMBER 5, 2017. 
 

Council Member Taylor made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting of 
December 5, 2017. Council Member Gavin seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 

 

III. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS FOR DECEMBER 19, 2017. 

Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for 
December 19, 2017 in the amount of $690,782.48. Council Member Taylor 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 
 

IV. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 

CONSENT AGENDA: 
Change Item “D” to read: Approve request to refund eight (8) citizens refunds for 
cleanup deposits.  
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Change Item “E” to read: Accept letter of retirement from one (1) CPD Chief, 
Oscar Lewis, effective December 31, 2017 and approve request for him to 
receive his Badge, Plaque, and the purchase of his duty weapon. 

 
CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA: 
Add Thomas Auction – Presentation of Check to City 
Add Brandy Gardner – Mayor’s Youth Council Presentation. 
 
POLICY AGENDA: 
Add Item “C” – Conduct Public Hearing for CAP Loan Application. 
 
Add Item “D” -  Discuss/Approve 2% Sales Tax Resolution. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
Delete Personnel Matters (2) 
 
Council Member Taylor made a motion to approve the Agenda as presented, 
with the above amendments. Council Member Gavin seconded the motion. The 
Mayor called for discussion, and there being none, all Council Members voted in 
favor of same, with a unanimous vote. 
 
The motion carried 
 

V. CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. Approve request to refund Kurtida Swift the sum of $300.00 and New Beginning  
 Church the sum of $900.00 for cancellation of the Trotter Convention Center  
 rental. 

 

B. Approve request for Fire and Rescue Chief of Training, Mike Chandler, to attend  
 the “NAFECO Vendor Expo” to be held in Decatur, AL, and approve payment of 
 $50.00 for travel and reimbursement for meal expenses.  

 

C.      Approve request for Fire and Rescue Engineer, Marco Rodriguez, to attend  

 “R0243: Hazardous Materials Incident Management” to be held in Emmitsburg, 
  MD, and approve payment for meal expenses. 

 
 

D. Approve request to refund eight (8) citizens refunds for cleanup deposits.  
 

E. Accept letter of retirement from CPD Chief Oscar Lewis, effective December 31, 
 2017 and approve request for him to receive his Badge, a plaque and purchase 
 his duty weapon for $10.00. 
 

Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the Agenda as presented, with 
the above amendments. Council Member Jackson seconded the motion. The 
Mayor called for discussion, and there being none, all Council Members voted in 
favor of same, with a unanimous vote. 
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The motion carried 

 
 

VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 
 

A. General Comments from the Mayor and Council Members  
 
 Council Member Gavin requested that everyone pray for Council Member  
 Box and his wife in their time of bereavement. 
 

 
B. Monthly Report from the Columbus Fire & Rescue Department for  
 November 2017 
 
 The Monthly Report from the Columbus Fire & Rescue Department was 
 prevented for November 2017. No action was taken. 

 
C. Monthly Report from the Municipal Court Division for November 2017 

 
  The Monthly Report from the Municipal Court Division for November 2017  
  was presented. No action was taken. 
 

D. Monthly Report from the Public Works Department for November  
 2017 
 
 The Monthly Report from the Public Works Department for November  
 2017 was presented. No action was taken.  

 
E. Monthly Report from the City Planning and Community Development  

 Department for November 2017 
 
 The Monthly Report from the City Planning and Community Development 
 Department for November 2017 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

F. Monthly Report from the Code Enforcement Division for November  
 2017 

 
  The Monthly Report from the Code Enforcement Division for November 
  2017 was presented. No action was taken,. 
 

G. Monthly Report from the Columbus Recreation Department for  
 November 2017 

 
  The Monthly Report from the Columbus Recreation Department for  
  November 2017 was presented. No action was taken. 
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H. Monthly Report from the Columbus Police Department for November  
 2017 
 
 The Monthly Report from the Columbus Police Department for November  
 2017 was presented. No action was taken. 

 
I. Monthly Report from the Building Inspection Department for 

November 2017 
 
  The Monthly Report from the Building Inspection Department for  
  November 2017 was presented. No action was taken. 

J. Monthly Financial Report 
 
 Milton Rawle, Jr., CFO, distributed the Monthly Financial Report and remarked  
 that the sales taxes decreased by $10,728.94 compared to the same time last  
 year.  
 

 

K. Board Vacancies 
 
 David Armstrong, COO, announced vacancies on various boards. 

 
  Board of Adjustments & Appeals of Development Codes 

 1 Vacancy 

 1-Year Term for Mike Gibson expired 9/20/2017. 

 Appointment will be made December 19, 2017. 
 
  Applicant 

 Mike Gibson 
  
 Council Member Gavin made a motion to reappoint Mike Gibson to  
 the Board of Adjustments & Appeals of Development Codes Board 
 for a one (1) year term, until 9/20/18. Council Member Mickens 
 seconded the motion. 
 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried. 
 
  Golden Triangle Regional Waste Management Authority 

 1 Vacancy 

 4-Year Term for Robert E. Smith, Sr. will end 12/31/2017. 

 Appointment will be made December 19, 2017. 
   
  Applicant 

 Robert E. Smith, Sr. 
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 Council Member Gavin made a motion to reappoint Mayor Robert E.  
 Smith, Sr. to the Golden Triangle Regional Waste Management Authority 

Board for a four (4) Year term, until 12/31/2021. Council Member Jones 
seconded the motion. 

 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried. 
 
 

VII.  CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA 
 

 

                     
THOMAS AUCTION – Presentation of Check 

 
Patrick Thomas came before the Mayor and Council and presented a 
check in the amount of $51,228.15, which are proceeds from the 
equipment Auction that was held December 9, 2017. 

 
BRANDY GARDNER – Mayor’s Youth Council Presentation 
 

Brandy Gardner, Mayor’s Youth Council Coordinator, along with the 
Mayor’s Youth Council, came forward and made a presentation and 
thanked the Mayor and Council for supporting them and allowing them to 
participate in all of the events in 2017.  

 
 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA:  
 

A. Discuss/Approve promotion of two (2) Public Works Crew Leaders to  
 Assistant Foremen. 
 

 Council Member Taylor made a motion to promote Dewayne McCarter  
 and Carl Robinson to the position of Assistant Foremen and adjust pay 
 from $12.92 per hour to $13.25 per hour, effective immediately. Council 
 Member Mickens seconded the motion. 
 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried. 
 

B. Discuss/Approve Annual Municipal Compliance Questionnaire  
 required for Audit. 

 
 Council Member Taylor made a motion to approve the Annual Municipal  
 Compliance Questionnaire required for the Audit. Council Member  
 Mickens seconded the motion.  
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 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried. 
 
 THE QUESTIONNAIRS FOLLOWS: 
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C. Conduct Public Hearing for CAP Loan Application. 
 
 

George Irby, Interim Planner and Director of Community Development, 
came forward and announced that the Council will hold a Public Hearing 
for the CAP Loan Application. The Public Hearing began for public 
input for the CAP Loan Application. There were no objections. 
 
Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve the CAP Loan 
Application.  Council Member Taylor seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried.  
 

 
D. Discuss/Approve 2% Sales Tax Resolution 

 

The Mayor and Council discussed the 2% Sales Tax Resolution of the City 
of Columbus requesting the Mississippi Legislature to authorize the 
Governing Authority of the City of Columbus, Mississippi to levy a tax 
upon the Gross Sales of Items sold as prepared Food and Beverages 
within the Corporate Limits of the City of Columbus and Utilize the 
Revenue from the Tax to Promote Recreation, Tourism, Special Events 
and Projects, Parks and Economic Development within the City, and for 
the General Well-Being and Health of its Citizens and the related 
purposes. The only stipulation to the proceeds is to und $200,000 to the 
LINK. Council Member Taylor made a motion to approve the 2% Sales  
Tax Resolution.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion, with the exception of 
Council Member Gavin, who opposed. (Council Member Box was absent). 
 
The motion carried. 
 
 
THE RESOLUTION FOLLOWS: 
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CLOSED DETERMINATION: 

 
 Council Member Mickens made a motion to go into closed session to determine whether 

it is necessary to go into Executive Session.  Council Member Gavin seconded the 
motion.  

 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

  
 The motion carried. 
 

All members of the public, with the exception of the Mayor, the Council, the General 
Counsel, the COO, the CFO, the Police Chief, and the HR Director, exited the Council 
Chambers. 
 
Mayor Smith apprised the Council of a Prospective Litigation matter and remarked that 
this matter warrants being heard in Executive Session.  
 
Council Member Jackson made a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss a 
Prospective Litigation matter. Council Member Jones seconded the motion.   
 

       All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

The motion carried. 
 

  
      The Chief Operations Officer then announced to the general public outside the Council 
        Chambers that the Council was going into Executive Session to discuss a Prospective  

      Litigation matter.   

 
 

 
 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 
 
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, Council Member Jones moved that the 

meeting be adjourned. Upon second by Council Member Gavin and unanimous 

vote, the Mayor announced that the meeting was ADJOURNED. 

 
 

Approved by:              
      Robert E. Smith, Sr., Mayor                   Milton Rawle, Jr.,  
                 CFO- Secretary-Treasurer 
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