
MINUTES 
FEBRUARY 7, 2017 

 

MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
FEBRUARY 7, 2017 

 

 

 The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, February 7,  
 2017 at 5:00 p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor  
 Robert E. Smith, Sr. presided over the meeting, and all Council Members were  
 present. Also present were the COO, CFO, General Counsel, Police Chief and  
 the Human Resources Director. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION   

Mayor Smith called the meeting to order and called on Dr. Tom Bryson, pastor of 
First Presbyterian Church, to offer the Invocation. 

         
II.  APPROVE MINUTES FOR THE MEETINGS OF JANUARY 17 & 31, 

2017. 
 

Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve the Minutes for the 
Meetings of January 17 and 31, 2017. Council Member Gavin seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 
 

III. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS FOR FEBRUARY 7, 2017. 

Council Member Taylor made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for 
February 7, 2017 in the amount of $1,916,676.10. Council Member Box 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried.  
 

IV. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 

CONSENT: 
There were no changes to the Consent Agenda. 
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BOARD VACANCIES: 
Add Chris Chain as an applicant to the Zoning Board of Adjustment & Appeals. 
 
Add Garthia Elena Halbert as an applicant to the Convention & Visitors Bureau Board. 
 
Add Garthia Elena Halbert as an applicant to the Columbus Municipal School District 
Board. 
 
POLICY AGENDA: 
Delete Item “A”. 
 
Add Item “M” – Discuss/Approve purchase of a 1999 Pierce Custom Rescue Pumper 
truck at $95,000.00. 
 

Council Member Taylor made a motion to approve the Agenda as presented, 
with the above amendments. Council Member Gavin seconded the motion. 
Mayor Smith called for discussion, and there being none, the Council voted 
unanimously in favor of same. 
 

V. CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel Fred Hargrove to attend  
  “R0831:Command and Control of Incident Operations” to be held in Emmitsburg, 
   MD, and approve reimbursement for meal expenses. 
   
B.        Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel Todd Graham, Richard McBride,  

Lamarcus Phillips, Dale Ballard, Alan Walker, Will McReynolds & Marco   
Rodriguez to attend “Rope Refresher” to be held in Jackson, MS, and approve  

 payment for travel and meal expenses. 
 

           C.      Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel Michael Miller, Taylor Mitchell,  

 Wes Mims, and Chris Carter to attend “ADSAR” to be held in Meridian, MS, and  
approve payment of $75.00 for travel and reimbursement for meal expenses. 

 

D.       Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel Chief Martin Andrews, Mike  

           Chandler, Duane Hughes, Anthony Colom and one (1) Captain to attend the  
 “1001 – I- II Graduation Ceremony” to be held in Jackson, MS, and approve  
  payment of $75.00 for travel and reimbursement for meal expenses. 

 

E.       Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel Shannon Murphy and Steve  

          Loden to attend “Interspiro Technician Repair Training” to be held in West Palm  
           Beach, FL and, approve payment of $370.00 for registration, $200.00 for travel,  
           $378.00 for lodging and reimbursement for meal expenses. 
 

F.     Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel Alan Lewis to attend the “Center  

         for  Public Safety Excellence 2017 Excellence Conference” to be held in Garden  
          Grove, CA, and approve payment of $745.00 for registration, $777.40 for travel,  
          $1,024.00 lodging and reimbursement for meal expenses. 



MINUTES 
FEBRUARY 7, 2017 

 
 
G.     Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel, Alan Lewis, to receive tuition  
         reimbursement in the amount of $600.00 for the successful completion of the “FIR 
         2301 – Principles of Fire and Emergency Service” class. 

 
H.     Approve request to authorize Human Resources Director, Pat Mitchell, to begin the  
         normal recruitment process to fill a vacant Public Works Equipment Operator  
         position. 
 
I.      Ratify permit request submitted by First Baptist Church to host the “TELL 
        SOMEONE Rally” that was held on January 24, 2017 from 2:00 p.m. until 3:00 p.m.  
        on the front steps of First Baptist Church, with 7th Street North between 2nd Ave.  
        North and 3rd Ave. North blocked off. 

 

J.      Approve permit request submitted by the Columbus Exchange Club to host the  

        “Uncle Bunky 10K Run/Walk One Mile Kid Fun Run” on March 25, 2017 from 7:30  
         a.m. until 9:30 a.m., and approve attached route. 

 

K.      Approve permit request submitted by LeAnn Alexander, Director of the Stark  

         Recreation Center, to host a “5K Run” in conjunction with MUW Homecoming  
          activities to be held on March 25, 2017 from 8:00 a.m. until 9:00 a.m., and  
          approve the attached parade route and streets to be blocked off.   

 
L.      Approve permit request submitted by David Howell, on behalf of Relay for Life, to  
         host the “Relay for Life Fundraiser” to be held at the Soccer Complex on Friday,  
         April 28, 2017 from 12:00 p.m. until 12:00 a.m., and approve to block off 3rd  
         Avenue North and 3rd Street North, 3rd Avenue North and 2nd Street North, and 3rd  
         Avenue North and 4th Avenue North. 
 
M.     Approve permit request submitted by Glenn Lautzenhiser, on behalf of Christian  
         Community in Prayer, to host the “National Day of Prayer” to be held on May 4,  
         2017 from 11:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. in front of the Lowndes County Courthouse,  
         and approve to block off 2nd Avenue North in front of the Courthouse. 

 
N.     Approve request for CPD Chief Oscar Lewis and Assistant Chief Fred Shelton to  
        attend the “Public Safety Media Training” to be held in Biloxi, MS, and approve  
        payment of $295.00 each for registration, $200.00 each for lodging, travel and  
        $127.50 each for reimbursement of meal expenses. 

 
O.    Accept letter of resignation from CPD Officer, Justin Kenney, effective immediately. 

 
P.    Accept letter of resignation from CPD Officer Keena Matthews, effective January  
       24, 2017. 

 
Q.    Accept letter of resignation from CPD Officer Dillon Cates, effective immediately. 

 
R. Approve request to swear in Corporal Timothy Jenkins as an Ex-Offico Officer. 

 
S. Approve request for Code Enforcement Officer Tomarris Jones and Code 
 Enforcement Administrative Assistant Jarion Jones to attend the “Mississippi  
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 Association for Code Enforcement Membership Meeting” to be held in Meridian,  
 MS, and approve payment of $50.00 each for registration, $182.00 each for 
  lodging, $104.87 for one for travel and reimbursement for meal expenses. 

 
T. Accept letter of resignation from CPD Officer, Robin Conner, effective February  
 2, 2017. 

 

Council Member Taylor made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented, with the above amendments. Council Member Jones seconded the 
motion. Mayor Smith called for discussion, and there being none, the Council 
voted unanimously in favor of same. 

 
 
 

VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 
 

A. General Comments from the Mayor and Council Members  
 

Mayor Smith announced that the Attorney General had approved the Interlocal 
Cooperation Agreement between the City of Columbus and Lowndes County 
forming the Columbus/Lowndes Drug Task Force and that the Agreement was 
filed with the Chancery Court Clerk as required by law and that the City was 
excited about the renewed relationship. 

 
B. Swearing in of one (1) CPD Reserve Officer  
 

 Angela Nelson 
 
  Mayor Smith swore in Angela Nelson as a certified Reserve Police Officer. 
 
 C. Board Vacancies 
   
  David Armstrong announced vacancies on various Boards and remarked that 
  an appointment can be made to the Tree Board tonight. 
 
  Tree Board 

 2 Vacancies 

 3-Year Terms 

 Terms expired for Christina Berry and Fred Kinder on 
12/5/2016. 

 Appointments can be made immediately. 
   

  Applicant 

 Carol Boggess 
 

 Council Member Gavin made a motion to appoint Ms. Carol Boggess to  
 the Tree Board for a three-year term.  Council Member Jones seconded 
 the motion.  
 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried. 
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  Zoning Board of Adjustment & Appeals 

 2 Vacancies 

 3-Year Terms 

 Terms for Chris Chain and Rob Graham will expire 2/1/2017. 

 Rob Graham was appointed on 10/4/2016 to fill remainder of 
 Fred Kinder’s unexpired term . 

 Appointments can be made on 2/21/2017. 
 
Applicants 

 Rob Graham 

 Chris Chain 
 

 

  Convention & Visitors Bureau 

 Two Vacancies 

 3-Year Terms 

 At-Large Appointments for Whirllie Byrd and Nadia Dale 
Colom will  

            expire on 3/1/2017. 

 Appointments can be made on 2/21/2017. 
 
Applicants 

 Whirllie Byrd 

 Garthia Elena Halbert 
 

 
  Columbus Municipal School District 

 One Vacancy 

 5-Year Term 

 Jason Spears’ term will expire on 3/1/2017. 

 Appointments can be made on 2/21/2017. 
 

  Applicants 

 Jason Spears 

 Yvonne Cox 

 Garthia Elena Halbert 
 
 

  Board of Adjustment & Appeal of Development Codes 

 One Vacancy 

 1-Year Term 

 Kevin Stafford’s term will expire on 3/15/2017. 

 Appointments can be made on 3/14/2017. 
 
  Applicant 

 Kevin Stafford  
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VII.  CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA 
 

Attorney Mark Jackson & Jane Jordan – Columbus Livestock & 
Fairgrounds Moratorium 

 
  Attorney Jackson came forward and presented a plan on behalf of Jane Jordan  
  and the Columbus Livestock & Fairgrounds Moratorium and remarked that the  
  plan complies with the Ordinance. Some of the Councilmen remarked that they  
  needed more time to review the plan. Council Member Taylor made a motion to  
  table this matter. Council Member Mickens seconded the motion. 
 
  All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
  The motion carried. 
 

Dr. K. B. Turner – CPD  
 
 

  Dr. K. B. Turner, Consultant for the Columbus Police Department, updated the 
  Mayor, City Council and the public on activities that have occurred in the past 
  several weeks and thanked the Mayor and Council for the unanimous vote to 
  retain him. Mr. Turner stated that his goal is to help the department be more 
  effective, more efficient and more responsive. 
 
 

VIII.    POLICY AGENDA:  
 
 A. DELETED  
 
  B. Discuss/Approve Ad Valorem Tax Exemption for Saturn Materials. 
 
  Brenda Lathan, Vice-President of the LINK, came forward and shared 
  some information about Saturn Materials and requested an Ad Valorem 
  Tax Exemption for the new business. Council Member Gavin made a  
  motion to approve an Ad Valorem Tax Exemption for Saturn Materials. 
  Council Member Box seconded the motion. 
 
  All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
  The motion carried. 
 
  RESOLUTION GRANTING TAX EXEMPTION: 
 
  Council Member Gavin made a motion to approve the Resolution  
  Granting a Tax Exemption for Saturn Materials. Council Member Box 
  seconded the motion to adopt the foregoing Resolution, and the question 
  being put to a roll call vote, the result was as follows: 
 
   Council Member Gene Taylor  voted: YEA 
   Council Member Joseph Mickens voted: YEA 
   Council Member Charlie Box  voted: YEA 
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   Council Member Marty Turner voted: YEA 
   Council Member Stephen Jones voted: YEA 
   Council Member Bill Gavin  voted: YEA 
 
 THE RESOLUTION FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               Robert Smith, Mayor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RESOLUTION GRANTING EXEMPTION 

FROM AD VALOREM TAXES 

The City Council of Columbus, Mississippi, this day considered the matter of granting exemption 

from advalorem taxes, except school district taxes, to Saturn Materials, LLC. 

The governing authority finds that the above named enterprise has submitted verification and 

documentation as to the authenticity and accuracy of the application in regard to the true value of 

the property to be exempted and the date of completion of said enterprise. The authority also finds 

that the property described in the application constitutes an industrial enterprise as described in 

Section 27-31-101, Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended. 

This governing authority does hereby grant, subject to approval and certification of the Department 

of Revenue, ad valorem tax exemption to the above taxpayer for a period of ten (10) years, 

beginning January 1,2017, on the property described in the application with a total true value of 

$4,157,100.00. 

Therefore the resolution to grant ad valorem tax exemption to the above named enterprise is hereby 

approved by the City Council of Columbus, Mississippi, for a period of ten (10) years as 

authorized by Section 27-31-101 et seq., Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended, on this the seventh 

day of February, 2017. 

 
 

 

(SEAL) 
Attest: 

Columbus, Mississippi 
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  FINAL RESOLUTION: 
   
  Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the Final Resolution 
  Granting a Tax Exemption for Saturn Materials. Council Member Gavin 
  seconded the motion to adopt the final Resolution, and the question 
  being put to a roll call vote, the result was as follows: 
 
   Council Member Gene Taylor  voted: YEA 
   Council Member Joseph Mickens voted: YEA 
   Council Member Charlie Box  voted: YEA 
   Council Member Marty Turner voted: YEA 
   Council Member Stephen Jones voted: YEA 
   Council Member Bill Gavin  voted: YEA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The City Council of Columbus, Mississippi, this day considered the matter of granting exemption from 

advalorem taxes, except school district taxes, to Saturn Materials, LLC. 

The governing authority finds that the Department of Revenue has certified that the applicant is 

eligible for exemption. The authority also finds that the property described in the application 

constitutes an industrial enterprise as described in Section 27-31-101, Mississippi Code of 1972, as 

amended. 

This governing authority does hereby grant ad valorem tax exemption to the above taxpayer for a 

period often (10) years, beginning January 1,2017, and expiring December 31,2026, on the property 

described in the application with a total true value of $4,157,100.00. 

Therefore the resolution to grant ad valorem tax exemption to the above named enterprise is hereby 

approved by City Council of Columbus, Mississippi for a period of ten (10) years as authorized by 

Section 27-31-101 et seq., Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended, on this the seventh day of February, 

2017. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
(SEAL) 
Attest: 
 

FINAL RESOLUTION GRANTING EXEMPTION 
 

FROM AD VALOREM TAXES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Robert Smith, Mayor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
City of Columbus, Mississippi 
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C. Discuss/Approve Resolution Funding Construction of Miracle Field and  
 Playground. 

 
 Mayor Smith remarked that he and two members of the Council met with Miracle  
 Field and Playground representatives last week and agreed to present a  
 resolution to the Council approving the funding of the sum of $50,000 for the  
 project in 2017, 2018, and 2019.   
 
 
 THE RESOLUTION FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING FUNDING FOR CONSTRUCTION 

OF A “MIRACLE FIELD” 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Columbus has limited offerings for children 

with physical limitations; and 

 

WHEREAS, Golden Triangle Outdoors has worked for years to raise 

funds for construction of a “Miracle Field and Playground” that include but is not 

limited to some of the following features: 

 

• “Fall-safe” all-weather surface for recreational games by children 

  with special needs 

 

• ADA parking 

 

• Full access concessions 

 

• ADA compliant sidewalks around and between the parking, 

  concessions, and field amenities 

 

• Features necessary for competitive games, such as dugouts, 

  bleachers, flush bases, lighting, and fencing with ADA access; and 

 

WHEREAS the Mayor and City Council of the City of Columbus finds 

and determines that funding of this project is necessary and in the best interest of 

the health, welfare and happiness of the Citizens of the City and that the 

expenditure of funds in furtherance of a Miracle Field and Playground is a worthy 

expenditure of municipal funds;  
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Columbus City Council 

as follows:  

 

1. That the factual statements above are true and correct; 

 

2. That, upon selection of a proper site on municipally owned property 

located in Propst Park, the City of Columbus shall set aside and allocate the sum of 

$50,000 per year for the next three years to be applied toward the construction of a 

Miracle Field and Playground. 

 

3. That the money pledged by this resolution shall be used to construct a 

field as generally described above and more particularly set forth in plans for same 

prepared by the City’s Engineer. 

 

The foregoing resolution was proposed in a motion by Council Member 

 BOX seconded by Council Member    TURNER and was brought to a 

vote as follows:  

 

Council Member Taylor voted:  YES 

Council Member Mickens voted:  YES 

Council Member Box  voted:  YES 

Council Member Turner voted:  YES 

Council Member Jones  voted:  YES 

Council Member Gavin voted:  YES 

 
Having received a majority vote, the Mayor declared that the Resolution 

passed as set forth above.  

 
RESOLVED AND ORDERED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS on 

this  7th  Day of February 2017.  

 

 

APPROVED:  

     ___________________________ 
     Robert E. Smith, Sr., Mayor  

 
 

ATTEST:  

___________________________ 
Secretary-Treasurer 
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D. Discuss/Approve meeting with County concerning CLRA. 

   
 Mayor Smith remarked that he and two Council Members met with Lowndes  
 County Supervisors Sanders and Brooks, together with CLRA Director Greg  
 Lewis, CLRA counsel Will Cooper and CLRA deputy Director Roger Short, as  
 well as City Attorney and City COO regarding the Columbus-Lowndes Recreation  
 Authority and  suggesting taking no action in this matter.  
 

E. Discuss/Approve  request for Columbus Fire & Rescue to hire three (3)  
 Entry Level Firefighters contingent upon successful completion of a pre- 
 employment physical examination and drug screen. 
 
 Council Member Taylor made a motion to hire Deonatae Jethroe, Corey Haynes, 
 and Baron McKee as Entry-Level Firefighters, contingent on successful  
 completion of a pre-employment medical examination and drug screen. Council 
 Member Jones seconded the motion. 
 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried. 

 
F. Discuss/Approve Butler/Snow Continuing Disclosure Agreement Filing. 

 
 David Armstrong, COO, requested approval to contract with Butler Snow to file  
 the 2017 Continuing Disclosure Filing at a cost of $2500. Council Member Turner 
 made a motion to approve the request to contract with Butler Snow to file the 
 2017 Continuing Disclosure Filing at a cost of $2500. Council Member Mickens 
 seconded the motion. 
 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried. 
 

G. Discuss/Approve promotion of a Public Works Laborer to Tractor Operator. 
 
 Council Member Turner made a motion to approve the request to promote Eric 
 Bryant from a Laborer to the position of Tractor Operator at $10.50 per hour.  
 Council Member Jones seconded the motion. 
 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried.  
   

H. Discuss /Approve promotion of a Public Works Operator to Assistant  
 Public Works Director. 

 
 Council Member Turner made a motion to approve the request to promote Otis  
 Johnson from an Operator to the position of Assistant Public Works Director at  
 $17.00 per hour. Council Member Gavin seconded the motion. 
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 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried.  
 

I. Discuss/Approve MOU request from MS Department of Finance &  
 Administration for the Amphitheater/Riverwalk. 

 
 Council Member Box made a motion to approve the MOU request from MS  
 Department of Finance and Administration for the Amphitheater/Riverwalk  
 in the amount of $1.1 million. Council Member Turner seconded the motion. 
 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried. 
 
 THE MOU FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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J. Discuss/Approve request regarding Sandfield Cemetery Historic Marker  
 application. 

 
 Council Member Gavin made a motion to approve the request to apply to the 
 Mississippi Department of Archives and History for a Historic Marker for  
 Sandfield Cemetery at a cost that will not exceed $2,000.00. Council Member 
 Jones seconded the motion. 
 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried. 
 

K. Discuss/Approve Columbus Housing Authority and CPD Police Services  
 Contract. 
 
 Council Member Taylor made a motion to approve the request to renew the 
 Contract for Police Services at the Columbus Housing Authority. Council 
 Member Mickens seconded the motion. 
 
 All Council members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried. 
 
 THE CONTRACT FOLLOWS: 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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L. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket. 
 

 PATRICK MURRAY 
258 McHall Drive 

 Case Number 16-0282  Structure 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 16-0282. Willie Murray, the property 
owner’s brother, came forth and requested a 45-day extension to remediate the 
property. Code Enforcement Officer Tomarris Jones concurred with this request 
and recommended the 45-day extension to remediate the property and 
recommends entering an Order under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, 
finding that this property is in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to 
the public health and safety of the community.  This Order should give the owner 
seven (7) days on remediation of vegetation and forty-five (45) days to remediate 
the exterior property and provide for such re-entry as the Statute allows. Council 
Member Mickens made a motion to grant the extension in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11, and for an Order stating the City may remediate the property 
with respect to cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal 
property, and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) 
month period and remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) 
more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order, with 
further notice to the owner as required by law. Costs are to be assessed as 
allowed under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Jones 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

  The motion carried 
   

 ANTHONY GAVIN 
 1615 – 3rd Avenue North 

 Case Number 16-0312  Structure 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 16-0312. No one appeared.  Code 
Enforcement Officer Tomarris Jones stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property as 
such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member Jones 
made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and 
for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated 
fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately 
following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal 
property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) 
month period immediately following the Order, with further notice to the owner as 
required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed under Section 21-19-11 of 
the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Taylor seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
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 The motion carried. 
  

 NANCY J. AND CYNTHIA MACNEILL 
 1217 – 11th Avenue North 

 Case Number 16-0316  Structure 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 16-0316. No one appeared.  Code 
Enforcement Officer Tomarris Jones stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property as 
such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member Jones 
made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and 
for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated 
fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately 
following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal 
property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) 
month period immediately following the Order, with further notice to the owner as 
required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed under Section 21-19-11 of 
the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Taylor seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

 The motion carried. 
 
 

 CROSS REGIONAL FUNDING, LP 
 1423 – 6th Avenue North 

 Case Number 16-0350  Structure 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 16-0350. No one appeared.  Code 
Enforcement Officer Tomarris Jones stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property as 
such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member Jones 
made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and 
for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated 
fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately 
following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal 
property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) 
month period immediately following the Order, with further notice to the owner as 
required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed under Section 21-19-11 of 
the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Taylor seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

 The motion carried. 
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 HATCHER INVESTMENT PROPERTIES, LLC 
 1305 – 4th Street South 

 Case Number 16-0366  Structure 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 16-0366. No one appeared.  Code 
Enforcement Officer Tomarris Jones stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property as 
such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member Jones 
made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and 
for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated 
fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately 
following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal 
property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) 
month period immediately following the Order, with further notice to the owner as 
required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed under Section 21-19-11 of 
the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Taylor seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

 The motion carried. 
 

 PINE HILLS CO. 
 1404 – 21st Street North 

 Case Number 16-0368  Structure 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 16-0368. No one appeared.  Code 
Enforcement Officer Tomarris Jones stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property as 
such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member Jones 
made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and 
for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated 
fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately 
following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal 
property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) 
month period immediately following the Order, with further notice to the owner as 
required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed under Section 21-19-11 of 
the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Taylor seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

 The motion carried. 
 

 JOHN HARRIS, JR., AND DIANE AUGUSTINE HARRIS 
 922 – 10th Street South 

 Case Number 15-0500  Structure 
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The General Counsel called cause number 15-0500. No one appeared.  Code 
Enforcement Officer Tomarris Jones stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property as 
such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member Jones 
made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and 
for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated 
fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately 
following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal 
property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) 
month period immediately following the Order, with further notice to the owner as 
required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed under Section 21-19-11 of 
the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Taylor seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

 The motion carried. 
 
 
 M. Discuss/Approve purchase of a 1999 Pierce Custom Rescue Pumper. 
 
  Council Member Turner made a motion to approve the purchase of a 1999  
  Custom Rescue Pumper at a cost of $95,000.00 to be paid for with the  
  Department’s Insurance Rebate funds. Council Member Mickens seconded the  
  motion.  
 
  All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
  The motion carried.  
 
CLOSED DETERMINATION: 

 
 Council Member Gavin made a motion to go into closed session to determine whether it 

is necessary to go into Executive Session.  Council Member Turner seconded the 
motion.  

 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

  
 The motion carried. 
 

All members of the public, with the exception of the Mayor, the Council, the General 
Counsel, the COO, the CFO, the Police Chief, and the HR Director, exited the Council 
Chambers. 
 
Mayor Smith apprised the Council of two (2) Personnel matters, and remarked that these 
matters warrant being heard in Executive Session.  
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Council Member Jones made a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss two (2) 
personnel matters.  Council Member Gavin seconded the motion.   

       All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

The motion carried. 
 
      The Chief Operations Officer then announced to the general public outside the Council 
        Chambers that the Council was going into Executive Session to discuss one (1)  
       Perspective Litigation matter and one (1) personnel matter. 
 
 

IX.  EXECUTIVE SESSION:  
 

PERSONNEL MATTER (1): 
 Chief Lewis reported that Employee, I. D. Number 1115 was involved in a  
 chargeable accident. The Accident Review Committee has met, and according 
 to the Guidelines for Chargeable Accident, voted to suspend the officer for one  
 (1) day without pay. Employee, I. D. Number 1115 signed a statement accepting 

the one (1) day suspension. Council Member Mickens made a motion to accept 
 Chief’s recommendation to suspend Employee, I. D. Number 1115 for one (1) 
 day without pay for a chargeable accident. Council Member Taylor seconded  
 the motion. 
 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried. 
 
 PERSONNEL MATTER (2): 
 The seconded personnel matter to come before the Mayor and Council involves 
 the job performance of a Public Works Department employee. The Public Works 
 Director, along with Employees, I. D. numbers 1169 and 1044, were invited in  
 the Court Chambers. Employee, I. D. number 1169 was asked to give a  
 statement of what occurred on January 12, 2017. This employee began by  
 stating that upon arriving on the premises at Public Works, employees were  
 standing in line to clock out. Employee, I. D. number 1044 asked employee I.D.  
 number 1169 where such employee been and said EID 1044 had contacted the 
 foreman of EID 1169 because said employee had not arrived on the premises. 
 EID 1044 then began using profanity and calling 1169 profane names. It was 
 stated that both employees cursed each other because 1044 was humiliating 
 1169 in front of all of the other employees and would not stop. 1169 stated that  
 1169 then walked away. When the Council asked Employee, I. D. number 1044 if  
 he began using profanity first, he answered, “Yes.” All employees were asked to  
 exit the Court Chambers for deliberation. Council Member Taylor made a motion  
 to accept the Public Works Director’s recommendation to suspend Employee, I.  
 D. number 1044 for fifteen (15) days without pay and to approve a written  
 reprimand for EID 1169. Council Member Gavin seconded the motion. 
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 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion, with the exception of Council 
 Member Mickens, who opposed. 
 
 The motion carried with a 5/1 vote. 
 
 All employees were invited back in the Court Chambers. Mayor Smith apprised  
 them of the Council’s decision. 
  
  
OPEN SESSION: 
 

Council Member Jones made a motion to end the discussion of these matters  
and return to Open Session. Council Member Gavin seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 
 
The Chief Operations Officer then announced to the general public outside the 
Council Chambers that the Council was back in Open Session. 
 
The General Counsel reported that the Mayor and Council considered two (2) 
personnel matters involving the job performance of particular employees in the 
PD and Public Works Departments respectively and voted to suspend an 
employee in the Police Department for one (1) day without pay for being involved 
in a chargeable accident and suspend an employee in the Public Works 
Department for fifteen days (15) without pay for violating the City’s Personnel 
Rules Handbook for inappropriate conduct and approved the written reprimand of 
another employee in the Public Works Department. 

 
 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 
 
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, Council Member Turner moved that the 

meeting be adjourned. Upon second by Council Member Jones and unanimous 

vote, the Mayor announced that the meeting was ADJOURNED. 

 
 

Approved by:              
      Robert E. Smith, Sr., Mayor                   Milton Rawle, Jr.,  
                 CFO- Secretary-Treasurer 
 
  


