
MINUTES 
JULY 18, 2017 

 

MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
                          JULY 18, 2017 

 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION   

Mayor Robert Smith, Sr. called the meeting to order and called upon Council Member 
Box to offer the Invocation.    
      

II.  APPROVE MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF JULY 6, 2017. 
 

Council Member Taylor made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting of July 6, 
2017. Council Member Gavin seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 

 

III. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS FOR JULY 18, 2017. 

Council Member Taylor made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for July 18, 
2017, in the amount of $515,384.53. Council Member Box seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried.  
 

IV. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 

 REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA 

Remove Berry Hinds from the list of applicants for the Municipal Election 
Commission Board. 
 

CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA 

Delete Edwina Williams. 

POLICY AGENDA: 

Add Item “I” – Discuss/Approve hiring of two (2) Entry Level Firefighters, contingent upon 
successful completion of a pre-employment medical examination and drug screen. 
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Add Item “J” – Discuss/Approve promotion of a Public Works Department Laborer to a 
Crew Leader. 
 
Add Item “K” – Discuss/Approve CPD Director of Training assuming additional duties of 
Equipment and Inventory Control Clerk. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Change Personnel matters from three (3) to four (4). 
 

Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the Agenda as presented, with 
the above amendments. Council Member Taylor seconded the motion. The 
Mayor called for discussion, and there being none, the Council voted 
unanimously in favor of same. 
 
The motion carried. 
 

V. CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A.      Approve request to pay $350.00 to the MS Department of Health for EMT-Basic  

 Registration of ten (10) EMT-Basic personnel. 
 

B.      Ratify request for Fire and Rescue Personnel, Michael Miller, Steve Loden,  

 Madison Guyton, Chris Carter, Josh Reynolds and Dale Ballard, to travel to  
 Philadelphia, MS for an “OSAR- Mutual Aid Response (Overland Search and  
 Rescue)”, and approve payment for travel and meal expenses. 

 

C. Approve request for Fire and Rescue Personnel, Jaquay Sherrod, Marquon  
 Evans, and Wesley Gates to attend the “EC Driver/Operator NFPA 1002:  
 Pumper Apparatus Training” to be held in Jackson, MS, and approve payment of  
 $2,205.00 for registration, $75.00 for travel and reimbursement of meal  
 expenses. 

 

D. Ratify request for Fire and Rescue Personnel, Jaquay Sherrod, Marquon Evans,  
 and Wesley Gates, to attend a meeting at Itawamba Community College in  
 Fulton, MS to obtain permission for “Internal Certification of Emergency Medical  
 Technicians”, and approve payment of for travel and meal expenses. 

 

E. Ratify Mayor Robert E. Smith as Voting Delegate and Vice-Mayor Bill Gavin as  
 Alternate Voting Delegate for MML President Election. 

 

F. Approve request for five (5) Municipal Deputy Clerks: Linda Weaver, Lisa Lang,  
 Tracy Smith, Kimberly Stinson, and Melinda Ellis and one (1) Collection Clerk, 
  Tameka Smith, to attend the “Municipal Court Clerks Association Annual  
 Summer Seminar” to be held in Biloxi, MS, and approve payment of $311.97  
 each for lodging, $274.78 each for travel and reimbursement for meal expenses. 

 

G. Approve request for Chief Lewis, Director of Training, Liz Patrick and two (2)  
 CPD Officers to attend the “Law Enforcement Graduation” to be held at  
 Mississippi Delta Community College in Moorehead, MS, and approve payment  
 of $25.00 for travel expenses. 
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H. Approve permit request submitted by Tietti Chandler to host a “50th Birthday  
 Party” on January 20, 2018 from 7:00 p.m. until 12:00 a.m. at the Trotter  
 Convention Center, and to block off at the corner of 5th Street North to 2nd Ave.  
 North (all the way past the parking lot before the Hitching Lot). 

 

I. Accept letter of resignation from CPD Officer, Thomas C. Houston, effective  
July 7, 2017. 

 

J. Approve request for Mayor Smith, Council Members Taylor, Mickens, Box,  
 Jackson, Jones and Gavin, COO Armstrong, CFO Rawle, and Interim City  
 Planner George Irby to attend the “Tenn-Tom Waterway Development  
 Conference” to be held in Point Clear, AL, and approve payment of $395.00 each  
 for registration, lodging, travel and reimbursement for meal expenses. 

 
Council Member Gavin made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented, with the above amendments. Council Member Jones seconded the 
motion. The Mayor called for discussion, and there being none, the Council voted 
unanimously in favor of same. 

 

The motion carried. 
 
 

VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 
 

A. General Comments from the Mayor and Council Members  
 
 Mayor Smith announced that the August 1, 2017 meeting will begin at 3:00 p.m., 
 due to National Night Out on Crime. 
 

Council Member Gavin announced that the Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony for 
 The bridge opening in Ward VI will be held July 20, 2017 at 10:00 a.m. 

 
B. Swearing in of five (5) CPD Officers 

 Jervarcus Gooch 

 James Powell 

 Eric Romans 

 Richard Weeks 

 Samuel Werner 
 

Mayor Smith swore in five (5) Police Officers and they all recited the Oath of 
Office. 

 

C. Monthly Report from the Columbus Fire & Rescue Department for June  
 2017 

 

 The Monthly Report from the Columbus Fire & Rescue Department for June  
 2017 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

D. Monthly Report from the City Planning and Community Development  
 Department for June 201 
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  The Monthly Report from the City Planning and Community Development  
  Department for June 2017 was presented. No action was taken. 
 
 

E. Monthly Report from the Municipal Court Division for June 2017 
 
 The Monthly Report from the Municipal Court Division for June 2017 was  
 presented. No action was taken. 

 

F. Monthly Report from the Public Works Department for June 2017 
 
 The Monthly Report from the Public Works Department for June 2017 was  
 presented. No action was taken. 

 

G. Monthly Report from the Code Enforcement Division for June 2017 
 
 The Monthly Report from the Code Enforcement Division for June 2017 was 
 presented. No action was taken. 

 

H. Monthly Report from the Columbus Police Department for June 2017 
 
 The Monthly Report from the Columbus Police Department for June 2017 was 
 presented. No action was taken. 

 

I. Monthly Report from the Building Inspection Department for June 2017 
 
The Monthly Report from the Building Inspection Department for June 2017 was 
presented. No action was taken. 

 

J. Monthly Financial Report 
 
 Milton Rawle, Jr. gave the Monthly Financial Report and remarked that the Sales 
 Taxes increased by $32,278.12, compared to the same time last year. No action 
 Was taken. 

 

K. Board Vacancies 
 

  Historic Preservation Commission 

 1 Vacancy  

 4-Year Term for Fred McCaleb ended 5/16/2017. 

 Appointment can be made immediately. 

 No applicants at this time 
 
  Municipal Election Commission 

 2 Vacancies 

 4-Year Terms for Leon Speck, Josie S. Shumake ended 
            6/30/2017. 

 Appointments can be made immediately. 
 
  Applicants 

 Josie S. Shumake 
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 Willie Harris 

 Tommy Jackson 

 Lee Roy Lollar, Jr. 

 Leon Speck 
 

Council Member Jones made a motion to appoint Tommy Jackson to the 
Election Commission. Mayor Smith called for a second. No one seconded the 
motion.  

 
The motion failed. 
 
Council Member Gavin made a motion to reappoint Leon Speck to the Election 
Commission. Council Member Box seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 
 
Council Member Taylor made a motion to appoint Willie Harris to the Election 
Commission.  Council Member Jackson seconded the motion. 

 
The Council Members voted 4-2 in favor of the appointment, with Council 
Members Box and Gavin voting “no”. 

 
The motion carried. 

 
  City Planning Commission 

 1 Vacancy to fill the unexpired 3-Year Term ending 12/1/2018 

 William Bluitt resigned 6/19/2017. 

 Appointment can be made immediately. 

 No applicants at this time 
 

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA 
 
 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA:  
 
 

A. Discuss/Approve Debt Restructure Resolution. 
 
 Ms. Sue Fairbanks, with Butler Snow, came before the Mayor and Council and 
 took up for consideration the matter of refinancing certain prior bonds of the City,  
 and after a discussion of the subject matter, Council Member  TAYLOR   
 offered and moved the adoption of the Resolution authorizing and directing  
 preparations for the issuance of General Obligation Refunding Bonds of the City  
 of Columbus, Mississippi in a Principal Amount not to exceed Five Million Dollars  
 ($5,000,000) for the purpose of refunding for interest savings all or a portion of  
 the $8,900,000 Mississippi Development Bank Special Obligation Bonds, Series  
 2010. Council Member MICKENS seconded the motion to adopt the foregoing  
 Resolution, and the question being put to a roll call vote, the result was as  
 follows:  
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 Council Member Gene Taylor voted:   YEA 
 Council Member Joseph Mickens, Sr. voted:  YEA 
 Council Member Charlie Box voted:   YEA 
 Council Member Fredrick Jackson voted:  YEA 
 Council Member Stephen Jones voted:  YEA 
 Council Member Bill Gavin voted:   YEA 
 
THE RESOLUTION FOLLOWS: 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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B. Discuss/Approve request to hire an applicant to fill the vacant position of  
 Laborer for the Public Works Department, contingent upon successful  
 completion of a pre-employment medical examination and drug screen. 
 
 Council Member Mickens made a motion to hire Kenny L. Lang as a full-time 
 Laborer an $10.00 per hour, contingent on successful completion of a pre- 
 employment medical exam and drug screen. Council Member Gavin 
 seconded the motion. 
 
 All Council Members seconded the motion. 
 
 The motion carried. 
 

C. Discuss/Approve request to hire an applicant to fill the vacant position of  
 Truck Driver for the Public Works Department, contingent upon successful  
 completion of a pre-employment medical examination and drug screen. 
 

 Council Member Taylor made a motion to hire Nicholas Turner as a full-time 
 Truck Driver an $10.41 per hour, contingent on successful completion of a 
 pre-employment medical exam and drug screen. Council Member Jones 
 seconded the motion. 
 
 All Council Members seconded the motion. 
 
 The motion carried. 
 
 

D. Discuss/Approve Mississippi Home Corporation Blight Grant Program. 
 
 George Irby, Interim Planner came before the Mayor and Council and requested 
 permission to apply for the Mississippi Home Corporation Blight Grant Program. 
 Council Member Mickens made a motion to authorize the application for the 
 Mississippi Home Corporation Blight Grant Program. Council Member Taylor 
 seconded the motion. 
 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried. 

 
E Discuss/Approve to hire two (2) Certified Police Officers and six (6) Entry- 

 Level Police Officers, contingent upon a successful completion of a pre- 
 employment medical examination and drug screen. 
 
 Council Member Jones made a motion to hire two (2) Certified Police Officers  
 and six (6) Entry-Level Police Officers, contingent on successful completion of a 
 pre-employment medical examination and drug screen. Council Member Jackson 
 seconded the motion.  (The names are listed below). 
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  JOHN COMPTON  (Certified) 
  KEITH DOWD  (Certified) 
  HARRISON CAMPEAU 
  DEMETRI CLARK 
  RAHEEM CLEMONS 
  JEMARCO HARRIS 
  JAMESON HOLDER 
  ONTARIO MIDDLEBROOK 
   
  
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried. 
 
 

F. Approve/Discuss recommendation from the July 10, 2017 Planning  
 Commission meeting. 
 
 PERMITTED USE REQUEST – P/U 17-09 
 
 BOBBY WATKINS 
 On Behalf of Leah Aguilar 
 801 – Hwy. 45 North 
 
 The Planning Commission recommended approval of request to allow a food  
 concession. 
 
 Council Member Jones moved that the facts and findings of the Planning 
 Commission be adopted as the facts and findings of the Mayor and City  
 Council, and that the recommendation of the Planning Commission to allow a  
 Food concession as a Permitted Use be approved for the period of one (1) year. 
  Council Member Gavin seconded the motion. The Mayor asked if anyone in the  
 audience objected to the permitted use application.  No one answered.  There  
 followed discussion, consideration, and review by the Council of the issues and 
 facts presented by this request and the action taken by the City of Columbus  
 Planning Commission.  
 

 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 

 
 
 PERMITTED USE REQUEST – P/U 17-10 
 
 JOHN S. BEARD 
 On Behalf of Chisa Talley 
 1223 – 2nd Avenue North 
 
 The Planning Commission recommended approval of request to allow an adult 
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 day care. 
 
 Council Member Taylor moved that the facts and findings of the Planning 
 Commission be adopted as the facts and findings of the Mayor and City  
 Council, and that the recommendation of the Planning Commission to allow an  
 adult day care as a Permitted Use be approved. Council Member Jones 
 seconded the motion. The Mayor asked if anyone in the audience objected 
 to the permitted use application.  No one answered.  There followed  
 discussion, consideration, and review by the Council of the issues and facts  
 presented by this request and the action taken by the City of Columbus  
 Planning Commission.  
 

 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 

 
 PERMITTED USE REQUEST – P/U 17-11 
 
 PROJECT SOUTHSIDE, INC. 
 100 Nashville Ferry Road East 
 
 The Planning Commission recommended approval of request to allow a child 
 day care and after-school programs. 
 
 Council Member Taylor moved that the facts and findings of the Planning 
 Commission be adopted as the facts and findings of the Mayor and City  
 Council, and that the recommendation of the Planning Commission to allow a  
 child day care and after-school programs as a Permitted Use be approved.  
 Council Member Gavin seconded the motion. The Mayor asked if anyone in the  
 audience objected to the permitted use application.  No one answered.  There  
 followed discussion, consideration, and review by the Council of the issues and  
 facts presented by this request and the action taken by the City of Columbus  
 Planning Commission.  
 

 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 

 
 PERMITTED USE REQUEST – P/U 17-12 
 
 BOBBY WATKINS 
 On Behalf of Maurice Kidd 
 805 Highway 45 North 
 
 The Planning Commission recommended approval of request to allow use of  
 a portable building as an office.  
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 Council Member Taylor moved that the facts and findings of the Planning 
 Commission be adopted as the facts and findings of the Mayor and City  
 Council, and that the recommendation of the Planning Commission to allow use  
 of a portable building as an office as a Permitted Use be approved. Council  
 Member Jones seconded the motion. The Mayor asked if anyone in the audience  
 objected to the permitted use application.  No one answered.  There followed  
 discussion, consideration, and review by the Council of the issues and facts  
 presented by this request and the action taken by the City of Columbus  
 Planning Commission.  
 

 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 

 
 Kenny Wiegel, Building Official, announced that the Planning Commission  
 recommended a thirty (30)-day city-wide moratorium on issuance of building  
 permits for multi-family dwellings.  
 

G. Discuss/Approve acceptance of MDOT’s Multimodal Grant offer for the  
 Maintenance Hangar Rehabilitation Project for CLCA. 
 
 Kevin Stafford, with Neel-Schaffer, Inc., request approval and acceptance of  
 MDOT’s Multimodal Grant offer for the Maintenance Hangar Rehabilitation  
 Project for Columbus-Lowndes County Airport. Council Member Jones made 
 a motion to accept MDOT’s Multimodal Grant offer in the amount of $229,630.00, 
 with the City and County’s match being $1,160.00. Council Member Gavin  
 seconded the motion. 
 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried. 
 

H. Discuss/Approve the Engineering Contract for the Maintenance Hangar  
 Rehabilitation Project for CLCA. 
 
 Council Member Taylor made a motion to approve Neel-Schaffer, Inc. as the 
 Engineering Contractor for the Maintenance Hangar Rehabilitation Project for 
 the Columbus-Lowndes County Airport. Council Member Jones seconded the  
 motion. 
 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried. 
 

I. Discuss/Approve hiring of two (2) Entry Level Firefighters, contingent  
 on a successful completion of a pre-employment medical examination and  
 drug screen. 

Council Member Jones made a motion to hire Justin M. Martin and Robert T. 
Moore as Entry-Level Firefighters, contingent on successful completion of a 
pre-employment medical exam and drug screen. Council Member Jackson 
seconded the motion. 
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All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 

 
J. Discuss/Approve promotion of a Public Works Laborer to Crew Leader. 
 
 Council Member Taylor made a motion to promote Public Works Laborer,  
 William Clemons, to the position of Crew Leader, with an increase to $10.50 
 per hour. Council Member Jones seconded the motion. 
 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried. 

 
K. Discuss/Approve CPD Director of Training assuming additional duties of  

 Equipment and Inventory Control Clerk. 
 

 Council Member Taylor made a motion to approve the Job Description for 
 Inventory Control Clerk and pay Director of Training, Liz Patrick, the sum of 
 $3.00 per hour ($6,240.00 annually) to assume the duties of Equipment and 
 Inventory Control Clerk. Council Member Jones seconded the motion. 
 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried. 
 
CLOSED DETERMINATION: 
 

 Council Member Mickens made a motion to go into closed session to determine whether 
it is necessary to go into Executive Session.  Council Member Jones seconded the 
motion.  

 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

  
 The motion carried. 
 

All members of the public, with the exception of the Mayor, the Council, the General 
Counsel, the COO, the Police Chief, and the HR Director, exited the Council Chambers. 
 
Mayor Smith apprised the Council of four (4) Personnel Matters, and remarked that 
these matters warrant being heard in Executive Session.  
 
Council Member Gavin made a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss four (4) 
personnel matters.  Council Member Jackson seconded the motion.   
 

       All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

The motion carried. 
 
      The Chief Operations Officer then announced to the general public outside the Council 
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        Chambers that the Council was going into Executive Session to discuss four (4)  
       personnel matters. 
 
  

IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION:  
 

 
PERSONNEL MATTERS 1 - 3: 
 

 The first three (3) personnel matters to come before the Mayor and Council involves 
 Police Department Employees, I. D. Numbers 840, 745, and 680. Chief Oscar Lewis,  
 along with these employees and their Legal Counsel, Jason Bush, were invited in the  
 Court Chambers. Attorney Bush began by stating that these three (3) officers filed a 
 Grievance as a result of the Civil Service Commission’s approval to place an external  
 applicant on the Eligibility List for the position of Sergeant and the Council voted to 
 hire him. Attorney Bush continued by stating that the officers should have had an  
 opportunity to test for the position. Portions of the Civil Service Rules, as it relates to 
 Police promotions, were discussed. Chief Lewis remarked that the external applicant 
 was hired based on the need for experienced investigators in CID and more than twenty- 
 five years (25) of Law Enforcement experience and more than ten (10) years of  
 investigative experience. All parties involved, except Chief Lewis, were asked to exit the  
 Court Chambers for deliberation. Following deliberation, Council Member Taylor made a  
 motion to uphold the Civil Service Rules as it relates to the decision to hire employee,  

I. D. Number 1222. Council Member Mickens seconded the motion.  
 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 
 
All parties involved were invited back into the Court Chambers and apprised of the 
Council’s decision. 
 
The fourth personnel matter to come before the Mayor and Council involves Employee, 
I. D. Number 903. This employee suffered a catastrophic illness, has not been released 
to return to work and is requesting an extension of Family Medical Leave. Council 
Member Taylor made a motion to grant employee, I. D. number 903, an extension of 
twelve weeks of FML. Council Member Mickens seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 
 

OPEN SESSION: 
 

Council Member Gavin made a motion to end the discussion of these matters and 
return to Open Session. Council Member Gavin seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 
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The Chief Operations Officer then announced to the general public outside the Council 
Chambers that the Council was back in Open Session. 
 
The General Counsel announced that the Mayor and Council considered four (4) 
personnel matters in Executive Session and voted to uphold the Civil Service Rules and 
granted an extension of medical leave.   
 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 
 
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, Council Member Box moved that the 

meeting be adjourned. Upon second by Council Member Jones and unanimous 

vote, the Mayor announced that the meeting was ADJOURNED. 

 
 

Approved by:              
      Robert E. Smith, Sr., Mayor                   Milton Rawle, Jr.,  
                 CFO- Secretary-Treasurer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 


