
MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
                         MARCH 6, 2018 

 
 

The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, March 6, 2018 at 5:00 
p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Robert E. Smith, Sr. 
presided over the meeting, and all Council Members were present. Also present were 
the COO, CFO, General Counsel, Police Chief and the Human Resources Director.  
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION     

Mayor Robert E. Smith Sr. called the meeting to order and called upon Council 
Member Box to offer the Invocation.    
     

II.  APPROVE MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF FEBRUARY 20, 
2018. 

 

Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting of 
February 20, 2018. Council Member Gavin seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 
 

 

III. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS FOR MARCH 6, 2018. 

Council Member Taylor made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for 
March 6, 2018, in the amount of $465,419.87. Council Member Box seconded 
the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 
 

IV. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 

CONSENT AGENDA: 
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Add Item “N” – Approve request for the Mayor to attend the “2018 Excellence 
Conference” to be held in Orlando, FL, and approve payment of registration, 
lodging, travel and meal expenses.  
 
POLICY AGENDA: 
Add Item “I” – Discuss/Approve installation of flashing warning sign at Holly Hills 
and Boyd Drive.  
 
Add Item “J” – Discuss/Approve Installation of Traffic Calming measures along 
20th Street at Hunt and Sims Scott Park. 
 
Add Item “K” – Discuss/Approve Attorney General’s suggested changes to the  
proposed CCVB / City of Columbus Interlocal Agreement. 
 
Council Member Taylor made a motion to approve the Agenda as presented, 
with the above amendments. Council Member Jackson seconded the motion. 
The Mayor called for discussion, and there being none, all Council Members 
voted in favor of same, with a unanimous vote. 
 
The motion carried 
 
 

V. CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. Approve request from Summerville, AL Volunteer Fire Department to  
 receive donation of surplus items from Columbus Fire and Rescue. 

 
B. Approve request for Fire and Rescue Administrative Assistant, Tabitha  
 Barham, to attend the “ESAP Conference” to be held in Natchez, MS, and  
 approve payment of $150.00 for registration, membership renewal,  
 $285.70 for lodging, $75.00 for travel, and reimbursement for meal  
 expenses.  

 
C. Approve request for Fire and Rescue Personnel, Matthew Jaynes,  
 Marquon Evans, and Tyler Jones, to attend the “NREMT Exam”, and  
 approve payment of $240.00 for exam fees, $75.00 for travel and  
 reimbursement for meal expenses. Two (2) will travel to Tupelo and one  
 (1) will travel to Tuscaloosa, AL.  

 
D. Approve request for Fire and Rescue Engineer, Dale Ballard, to attend  
 “Fire Department Safety Officer 1521” to be held in Jackson, MS, and  
 approve payment of $400.00 for registration, $50.00 for travel and  
 reimbursement for meal expenses. 

 
E. Approve request for Fire and Rescue Deputy Fire Marshal, Madison  
 Guyton, to attend “”Surface Water & Swift Water Rescue Level 1 & 2” to  
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 be held in Jackson, MS, and approve payment of $50.00 for travel and  
 reimbursement for meal expenses. 

 
F. Approve request for Fire and Rescue Personnel, Ryan Thompson and  
 Cody Cantrell, to attend “Fire Investigator 1033” to be held in Jackson,  
 MS, and approve payment of $1,280.00 for registration, $75.00 for travel  
 and reimbursement for meal expenses. 

 
G. Approve engagement letters for Watkins, Ward and Stafford for further  
 review of  records and receipts at City Landfill and Municipal Court. 

 
H. Approve request for Municipal Court Administrator, Wendy Blunt, to attend  
 the “2018 Mississippi Court Administrators Spring Conference” to be held  
 in Biloxi, MS at no cost to City. 

 
I. Approve request to refund citizens Delois Sanders, Catherine Davis and 

Shela Lanier  the sum of $150.00 each for clean-up deposits for renting a 
facility, and Lovonda Jones and Taylor Lasker the sum of $60.00 each for 
clean-up baseball registrations. 

 
J. Ratify payment of $194.02 for lodging for an instructor conducting  
 “Motorcycle Training” held on  February 26-27, 2018 in Columbus, MS. 

 
K. Accept letter of resignation from CPD Captain, Brent Swan, effective  
 March 1,  2018, and approve payment for any unused vacation or sick  
 leave according to policy and submit any remaining time to PERS. 

 
L. Approve request for CPD Officer, Aaron Andrew, to attend the “East  
 Mississippi Job Fair” to be held in Mayhew, MS, and approve payment of  
 $150.00 for registration fee. 

 
M. Approve request for Fire and Rescue Engineer, Michael Miller, to attend  
 “FUNSAR Instructor” to be held in Meridian, MS, and approve payment 
 of $50.00 for travel and reimbursement for meal expenses. 

 
N. Approve request for the Mayor to attend the “2018 Excellence  
 Conference” to be held in Orlando, FL, and approve payment of  
 Registration, lodging, travel and meal expenses 

 
Council Member Taylor made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented, with the above amendments. Council Member Jackson seconded the 
motion. The Mayor called for discussion, and there being none, all Council 
Members voted in favor of same, with a unanimous vote. 
 
The motion carried. 
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VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 
 

 A. General Comments from the Mayor and Council Members  
 

 State of Mississippi 2018 Annual Action Plan Public Hearing 
 

This event is scheduled to be held Tuesday, March 20, 2018 at 10:00 
a.m. in the Municipal Complex. 

 
 

B. Swearing In of five (5) CPD Officers 

 Mathew Lasker 

 Latessa Fluker 

 Darnell Madison 

 Eli Shumaker 

 Will Simon 
 

Mayor Robert E. Smith, Sr. swore in five (5) new Columbus Police 
Department Officers as they read the Oath of Office. Chief Fred Shelton 
and CPD’s command staff distributed certificates. 

 

C. Board Vacancies 
 

Chief Operations Officer, David Armstrong, announced vacancies on 
various boards and remarked that an appointment can be made tonight for 
the Board of Adjustment & Appeals of Development Codes 

 
  Historic Preservation Commission 

 1 Vacancy to fill the unexpired term of Dr. Jim Borsig who 
  resigned  January 31, 2018. 

 3-Year Term will expire 05/19/2019. 

 Appointment can be made immediately. 

 No applicants at this time 
  
  Columbus Municipal School District  

 1 Vacancy to fill the unexpired 5-Year term of Currie  
 Fisher who resigned 02/09/2018.  

 Currie Fisher’s 5-Year Term expires 03/03/2020. 

 Appointment to fill the unexpired term will be made      
     03/20/2018. 

 
  Applicants  

 Willie J. Petty, Sr. 

 Cedric Vance 

 James E. Samuel 

 June Leigh 
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 Johnny Judson 

 Telisa Clay Young 

 Eric Thomas 
 
 

  Board of Adjustment & Appeals of Development Codes 

 1 Vacancy 

 1-Year Term for Kevin Stafford will expire 03/15/2018. 

 Appointment will be made March 6, 2018. 
 
  Applicant 

 Kevin Stafford 
 

Council Member Taylor made a motion to reappoint Kevin Stafford to the 
Board of Adjustment & Appeals of Development Codes for a one 1-Year 
Term, until March 15, 2019. Council Member Jones seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 

 
 

VII.  CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA 
 
 

Devin Hill and David Hill – Trotter Convention Center Refund 
 

Ms. Devin Hill and her father, David Hill, came before the Mayor and City 
Council to request a full refund for rental of the Convention Center. They 
rented the Center for a planned function, and two (2) days prior to the 
scheduled event, a family member in another state suffered a serious 
medical illness, causing them to cancel the event and travel out of town.   
The Convention Center manager, Mike Anderson, was contacted 
immediately. 

 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the request to refund 
the full amount that was paid for rental of the Convention Center, due to 
unforeseen circumstances. Council Member Mickens seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 

 
 

VIII.    POLICY AGENDA:  
 

A. Discuss/Approve Trotter Convention Center’s new hours. 
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 Mike Anderson, Convention Center Manager, came forth and remarked  
 that six (6) months ago the Council voted to change the closing hours at  
 the Convention Center until some security measures were taken.  
 Cameras have been installed in and around the facility, and he requests 
 to return to the original closing hours for rentals, which is 1:00 a.m. 
 
 Council Member Taylor made a motion to return to original closing hours 
 at the Convention Center. Council Member Gavin seconded the motion. 
 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried. 

 
B. Discuss/Approve hiring of three (3) Entry Level Firefighters,  
 contingent upon a successful drug screen and pre-employment  
 medical exam. 
 
 Council Member Taylor made a motion to approve the request to hire 
 three (3) Entry-Level Firefighters: William H. Branch, Onterrio Lowery, 
 and David Tousley, contingent on successful completion of a pre-  
 employment drug screen and medical exam. Council Member Jones  
 seconded the motion. 
 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried. 

 
C. Discuss/Approve request to disperse funds from the FHLB Program. 
 

Council Member Taylor made a motion to approve the request to disperse  
funds from the Federal Homeland Bank (FHLB) Program. Council Member 
Box seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried.  

 
D. Discuss/Approve awarding of Legal Advertising Bid. 
 
 Pat Mitchell, Deputy Clerk, announced that she advertised for sealed bids 
 for Legal Advertising and received two (2) bids, one from The Commercial  
 Dispatch and one from the Packet and remarked that the bids were 
 identical. Upon research, the options are to accept and award the bid to  
 both companies and share the business, make a determination of which 
 Newspaper company would benefit the City the greatest, or reject the bids 
 My recommendation is to reject the bids and readvertise.  



MINUTES 
MARCH 6, 2018 
 

 
 Council Member Jones made a motion to reject the bids for Legal  
 Advertising and readvertise. Council Member Gavin seconded the motion. 
 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried. 

 
 

E. Discuss/Approve best bid for the City’s Depository Accounts for the  
 next two (2) years. 

 
Milton Rawle, Jr., CFO, came before the Mayor and City Council and 
remarked that he advertised for Bank Depository according to 
requirements and received seven (7) bids from local banks, and 
recommends that the bid be awarded to Bank of Commerce, theirs being 
the best bid. The bid is good for two (2) years. 
 
Council Member Mickens made a motion to award the Bank Depository 
bid to Bank of Commerce. Council Member Jones seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 
 

F. Discuss/Approve promotion of one (1) Traffic Controller to Records  
 Clerk, effective March 7, 2018, and authorize the HR Director to  
 advertise for the vacant position of Traffic Controller. 

 
 Council Member Taylor made a motion to promote Daphne Terry to the  
 vacant position of Records Clerk, effective March 7, 2018, and authorize 
 the Human Resources Director to begin the normal recruitment process 
 to fill the position that was vacated by the promotion. Council Member 
 Gavin seconded the motion. 
 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried. 
 

G. Discuss/Approve hiring of one (1) Animal Control Officer, contingent  
 upon a successful drug screen and pre-employment medical exam. 

 
 Council Member Box made a motion to hire Gregory L. Kaiser as Animal  
 Control Officer, contingent on successful completion of a pre-employment  
 drug screen and medical exam. Council Member Jones seconded the  
 motion.  
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 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried. 
 

H. Consider/Approve Agreement between City and the Redevelopment  
 Authority for demolition of Burns Bottom properties. 
 

Council Member Taylor made a motion to approve the MOU/Agreement 
between the City of Columbus and the Redevelopment Authority for 
demolition of Burns Bottom properties. Council Member Jones seconded 
the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 
 
The Agreement follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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Demolition Memorandum of Understanding 
 

Columbus Redevelopment Authority (CRA) offers to City of Columbus (City) the following for 

demolition of improvements to lots in Burns Bottom, City of Columbus, Mississippi as follows: 

 1. Addresses: 

  a. 225 4
th

 Street North; 

  b. 503 4
th

 Street North; 

  c. 325 3
rd

 Avenue North; 

  d. 325 4
th

 Street North; 

  e. 216 3
rd

 Street North; 

  f. 224 3
rd

 Street North; 

  g. 406 3
rd

 Street North; and 

  h. 317 4
th

 Avenue North 

 

 2. Should City demolish the aforesaid houses within thirty days of the approval of 

this agreement, CRA will pay City $2,000 for each listed property to demolish any and all 

structures thereon together with any other improvements located thereon and to remove same 

and dispose of same in a lawful manner; 

 

 3. CRA will also pay, tipping fees, mileage to City in furtherance of same;  

 

 4. City shall, as consideration of the aforesaid costs, remove the slab and/or footers 

supporting same; and 

  

 Approved this the ___________ day of March, 2018. 

 

 

      Columbus Redevelopment Authority 

 

 

      __________________________________________ 

      John Acker, President 

 

      City of Columbus, Mississippi 

 

 

     

 ___________________________________________  

      Robert E. Smith, Sr. 

 

 

 

Attest: 

 

_____________________________________ 

Milton Rawle, Jr., Secretary Treasurer 
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I. Discuss/Approve installation of flashing warning sign at Holly Hills  

and Boyd Drive. 
 
  Kevin Stafford, with Neel-Schaffer, Inc., came forward and requested  
  approval of the installation of flashing warning signs at Holly Hills Rd. 
  and Boyd Drive at a cost of $1,282.25. Council Member Box made a 
  motion to approve the request to install flashing warning signs at Holly 

Hills Rd. and Boyd Drive at a cost of $1,282.25. Council Member Gavin 
seconded the motion. 

 
  All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
  The motion carried. 
 

J. Discuss/Approve installation of traffic calming measures along 20th  
 St. at Hunt and Sims Scott Park. 
 
 Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the request to install 
 Traffic calming measures along 20th Street at Hunt and Sims Scott Park 
 at the recommendation of Kevin Stafford. Council Member Jackson  
 seconded the motion. 
 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried.  
 
K. Discuss/Approve Attorney General’s suggested changes to the  
 CCVB/City of Columbus Interlocal Agreement. 
 
 The Mayor and City Council discussed the Attorney General’s suggested  
 changes to the CCVB / City of Columbus Interlocal Agreement. Council  
 Member Jones made a motion to approve the recommended changes.  
 Council Member Gavin seconded the motion. 
 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried.   
 
 
The Interlocal follows: 
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ADJOURNMENT: 
 
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, Council Member Jones moved that the 

meeting be adjourned. Upon second by Council Member Jackson and 

unanimous vote, the Mayor announced that the meeting was ADJOURNED. 

 
 

Approved by:              
      Robert E. Smith, Sr., Mayor                   Milton Rawle, Jr.  
                 CFO- Secretary-Treasurer 

 
 
 


