
MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
                          JULY 3, 2018 

 

 

 

The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, July 3, 2018 at 5:00 
p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Robert E. Smith, Sr. 
presided over the meeting, and all Council Members were present. Also present were 
the COO, CFO, General Counsel, Police Chief and the Human Resources Director.  
 

 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION     

 Mayor Smith called the meeting to order and called on Council Member Box to  
 offer the Invocation.   
      
II.  APPROVE MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF JUNE 19, 2018. 

 

Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting 
of June 19, 2018. Council Member Jones seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 
 

III. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS FOR JULY 3, 2018. 

 
Council Member Taylor made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for July 
3, 2018 in the amount of $514,427.37. Council Member Jackson seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried.  
 

IV. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 

 CONSENT AGENDA: 

 Add Item “Q” – Accept letter of resignation from a Public Works employee,  
 effective July 12, 2018, and authorize the HR Director to begin the normal  
 recruitment process. 
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 POLICY AGENDA: 

 Add Item “D” – Discuss/Approve request to apply for the Mississippi Home  
 Corporation 2018 Homeowner Rehabilitation/Reconstruction Grant.  
 

 Council Member Taylor made a motion to approve the Agenda as presented,   
  with the above amendments. Council Member Jones seconded the motion. The  
  Mayor called for discussion, and there being none, all Council Members voted  
  in favor of same, with a unanimous vote. 
 
  The motion carried. 

 
 

V. CONSENT AGENDA: 

A.      Approve request to refund Gabriel Irons the sum of $280.00 for  
 cancellation of Trotter Convention Center Rental. 

 
B. Approve request for Fire and Rescue Firefighters, Michael Miller and  
 Damon Estes, to attend the “C-130 Memorial” to be held in Leflore County,  
 MS, and approve payment $100.00 for travel and reimbursement for meal  
 expenses.  

 
C. Approve request for Fire and Rescue Firefighter, Andrew McDonald, to  
 attend the “Fire Service Instructor 1041-I-II Training” to be held in  
 Jackson, MS, and approve payment of $600.00 for registration, $75.00 for 
 travel and reimbursement for meal expenses.  

 
D. Accept letter of resignation from Fire and Rescue Firefighter, Marquon 
 Evans, effective July 15, 2018, and approve request for compensation for  
 unused vacation leave time.  

 
E. Approve request for twelve (12) Fire and Rescue Firefighters to attend the  
 “Open/Black Water Dive Certification” to be held in Pelham, MS, and  
 approve payment of $4,752.00 for registration, $200.00 for travel and  
 reimbursement for meal expenses.  

 
F. Approve request for Fire and Rescue Firefighters, Michael Chandler, Joe  
 Besant, and Brady Holcomb, to attend the “Minimum Standards Board 
 Meeting” to be held in Jackson, MS, and approve payment of $75.00 for  
 travel and reimbursement for meal expenses.  

 
G. Approve request for Fire and Rescue Captain, Shannon Murphy, to attend  
 the “Fire Service Management Training” to be held in Jackson, MS, and  
 approve payment of $415.00 for registration, $50.00 for travel and  
 reimbursement for meal expenses.  

 



MINUTES 
JULY 3, 2018 
 

H. Approve request from Lowndes County District 3 Fire and Rescue to  
 receive a donation of surplus hose lengths from Columbus Fire and  
 Rescue.  

 
I. Approve request for CPD Director of Training, Elizabeth Patrick, to attend  

the “Taser Master Instructor Training” to be held in Mesa, AZ and approve 
payment of $975.00 for registration, $645.00 for lodging, $750.00 for travel 
and reimbursement for meal expenses. 

 
J. Approve request for CPD Police Chief, Fred Shelton, and Director of  
 Training, Liz Patrick, to attend the “Board Meeting Standards and  
 Training” to be held in Ridgeland, MS, at no cost to City.  

 
K. Approve request for CPD Officers, Timothy Jenkins and Kevin McCrary, to  
 attend the “Unarmed Self Defense Train the Trainer” to be held in  
 Meridian, MS, and approve payment of $50.00 for travel and  
 reimbursement for meal expenses. 

 
L. Approve permit request submitted by George O. Michael Rush to host the  

 “Queen City Hotel Family and Neighborhood Reunion” to be held July 4,  
 2018 from 11:00 a. m. until 10:00 p.m. at 7th Avenue North and 15th Street  
 North. 
 

M. Approve permit request submitted by Betty Kelly to host a “Block Party” to  
 be held July 7, 2018 from 4:00 p. m. until 12:00 midnight at 405 26th Street  
 North. 
 

N. Approve permit request submitted by Annie Barry to host a “National Night  
 Out Against Crime Block Party” to be held August 7, 2018 from 5:00 p. m.  
 until 8:00 p. m. at Townsend Community Center, 826 15th Street South  
 and approve request to block off the corner of 15th Street South and 7th  
 Avenue South to the intersection of 15th Street South and 10th Avenue  
 South. 
 

O. Approve request for Garage Mechanics, Glenn White and Willie Langford,  
 to attend “MS Real World Training on Push Start Systems” to be held at  
 EMCC, Mayhew, MS, and approve payment of $189.00 each for  
 registration and $30.00 for travel expenses. 

 
P. Approve request for HR Director, Patricia Mitchell, to attend the “41st  
 Employment Law Seminar” to be held in Biloxi, MS, and approve payment  
 of $334.00 for lodging, $264.51 for travel and reimbursement of meal  
 expenses. 

 
Q. Accept letter of resignation from Public Works employee, Jaqweal Pilgrim,  
 effective July 12, 2018, and authorize the HR Director to begin the normal  



MINUTES 
JULY 3, 2018 
 

recruitment process. 
Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve the Agenda as presented, 
with the above amendments. Council Member Gavin seconded the motion. The 
Mayor called for discussion, and there being none, all Council Members voted in 
favor of same, with a unanimous vote. 
 
The motion carried. 

 
 

VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 
 

  
 A. General Comments from the Mayor and Council Members  
 
  Mayor Smith recognized Miss. Hannah Sander, who is attending Ole Miss 
  and is shadowing him in the Mayor’s office this summer. 
 
  Council Member Stephen Jones presented a magazine to Mayor Robert  
  E. Smith, Sr., on behalf of Golden Triangle Association of Realtors  
  Committee in recognition of the 50th Anniversary of Fair Housing and  
  Social Equality. 
 
  Mayor Smith wished the Citizens of Columbus and City employees a 
  Happy and Safe Fourth of July. 
 
 B. Swearing in of one (1) Fire and Rescue Firefighter 

 Corey Haynes 
 
  Mayor Smith swore in Firefighter Corey Haynes as he recited the Oath of 
  of Office. The Fire and Rescue Department Command Staff was present 
  to present the firefighter with his helmet. 
 
 C. Swearing in of two (2) CPD Officers and one (1) Reserve Officer 

 Nathaniel A. Brauer  (NOT PRESENT) 

 Hakeem D. Mays (NOT PRESENT) 

 Tony Hunt (Reserve Officer) 
 
  Mayor Smith swore in Reserve Police Officer Tony Hunt. Chief Shelton 
  and the Police Department Command Staff were present. 
 
 D. Board Vacancies 
 
  David Armstrong, COO, announced vacancies on various Boards and  
  remarked that two (2) appointments can be made tonight. 
  

  Columbus Housing Authority 

 1 Vacancy, 5-Year Term 

 Greg Lewis’ term will expire 7/13/2018. 
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 Appointment will be made July 3, 2018. 
 

  Applicants 
 

 Greg Lewis 

 Donna Hankee 

 
 Council Member Mickens made a motion to reappoint Greg Lewis to the 
 Columbus Housing Authority Board for a 5-Year Term, until July 13, 2023. 
 Council Member Jackson seconded the motion. 
 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried. 
 
  Convention & Visitors Bureau 

 1 Vacancy, 3-Year Term 

 Restaurant Owner or Employee Nominee 

 Elizabeth “Liz” Terry’s term will expire 7/7/2018. 

 Appointment will be made July 3, 2018. 
   
  Applicant 
 

 Elizabeth “Liz” Terry 
 

Council Member Taylor made a motion to reappoint Elizabeth “Liz” Terry 
to the Convention & Visitors Bureau for a 3-Year Term, until July 7, 2021. 
Council Member Mickens seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 
 

 

  Civil Service Commission 

 1 Vacancy, 4-Year Term 

 Rita Felton’s term will expire 8/5/2018. 

 Appointment will be made August 7, 2018. 
   

  Applicant 
 

 Rita Felton 
 
 
 
 

VII.  CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA 
 

 
 

VIII.    POLICY AGENDA:  
 

A. Discuss/Approve request to fill a Public Works Laborer position,  
 contingent on successful completion of a pre-employment medical 
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 exam and drug screen. 
 

Council Member Jones made a motion to hire Bryant Shinn as a Laborer, 
Contingent on successful completion of a pre-employment medical exam 
and drug screen. Council Member Gavin seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 

 
B. Discuss/Approve cost of property clean up on cases previously heard by  

 Council and for which remediation has been completed.  
 

 Council Member Taylor made a motion to adjudicate property previously 
 heard by Council and for which remediation has been completed. Council  
 Member Gavin seconded the motion. 
 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried. 
 

 THE ADJUDICATED LIST FOLLOWS: 
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C. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket. 

 

WILLIE BELL PRUDE 
 524 Stokes Road 
 Case Number 18-0037   Vegetation, Structure 

 
The General Counsel called cause number 18-0037. Code Enforcement 
Officer Tomarris Jones stated the owner of this property has requested an 
extension of time to remediate the property. Council Member Taylor made 
a motion to give the property owner a 30-day extension in accordance 
with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating 
the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six 
(6) more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the 
Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal 
property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four 
(24) month period immediately following the Order, with further notice to 
the owner as required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed under 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code. Council Member Jackson 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

 The motion carried. 
 

ROBBIE FOLLINS 
 817 – 10th Avenue South 
 Case Number 18-0109  Vegetation 

 
The General Counsel called cause number 18-0109. No one appeared.  
Code Enforcement Officer Tomarris Jones stated the property was in such 
a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-
19-11 of the Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to 
adjudicate the property as such and that an Order be entered to such 
effect, requested immediate abatement and that an Order be issued for 
the property. Council Member Jones made a motion in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the City 
may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more 
times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order and 
cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period immediately following the Order, with further notice to the owner as 
required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed under Section 21-
19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Gavin seconded the 
motion. 
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All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

 The motion carried. 
 

WILL AND MARGIE P. BROWN 
c/o J. Nance 

 200 Block of 11th Avenue South 
 Case Number 18-0110  Vegetation 

 
The General Counsel called cause number 18-0110. No one appeared.  
Code Enforcement Officer Tomarris Jones stated the property was in such 
a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-
19-11 of the Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to 
adjudicate the property as such and that an Order be entered to such 
effect, requested immediate abatement and that an Order be issued for 
the property. Council Member Jones made a motion in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the City 
may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more 
times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order and 
cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period immediately following the Order, with further notice to the owner as 
required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed under Section 21-
19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Gavin seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

 The motion carried. 
 

 
CHRISTINE J. HARRISON 

 701 Forrest Blvd. 
 Case Number 18-0143  Vegetation and Exterior Property Areas 

 
The General Counsel called cause number 18-0143. No one appeared.  
Code Enforcement Officer Tomarris Jones stated the property was in such 
a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-
19-11 of the Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to 
adjudicate the property as such and that an Order be entered to such 
effect, requested immediate abatement and that an Order be issued for 
the property. Council Member Jones made a motion in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the City 
may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more 
times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order and 
cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal property and 
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other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period immediately following the Order, with further notice to the owner as 
required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed under Section 21-
19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Gavin seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

 The motion carried. 
 
  

ROBERT JOHNSON IV. 
 810 – 2Oth Street North 
 Case Number 18-0041  Vegetation and Property Maintenance Code 
           Violation 

 
The General Counsel called cause number 18-0041. Robert Johnson IV 
came forth and remarked that the vegetative growth has been remediated 
a 30-day extension to remediate the property. Code Enforcement Officer 
Tomarris Jones recommended that the Council adhere to the request of a 
30-day extension. Council Member Box made a motion to give the 
property owner a 30-day extension in accordance with Section 21-19-11 
of the Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove 
dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the 
twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order and cutting 
grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal property and other 
debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period 
immediately following the Order, with further notice to the owner as 
required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed under Section 21-
19-11 of the Mississippi Code. Council Member Mickens seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

 The motion carried. 
 
 

LEOLA WOODS 
 1607 – 6th Avenue South 
 Case Number 18-0120  Vegetation 

 
The General Counsel called cause number 18-0120. No one appeared.  
Code Enforcement Officer Tomarris Jones stated the property was in such 
a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-
19-11 of the Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to 
adjudicate the property as such and that an Order be entered to such 
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effect, requested immediate abatement and that an Order be issued for 
the property. Council Member Jones made a motion in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the City 
may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more 
times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order and 
cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period immediately following the Order, with further notice to the owner as 
required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed under Section 21-
19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Gavin seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

 The motion carried. 
 
 

LIZZIE S. MANNING 
 1103 Railroad Street 
 Case Number 18-0128  Vegetation 

 
The General Counsel called cause number 18-0128. No one appeared.  
Code Enforcement Officer Tomarris Jones stated the property was in such 
a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-
19-11 of the Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to 
adjudicate the property as such and that an Order be entered to such 
effect, requested immediate abatement and that an Order be issued for 
the property. Council Member Jones made a motion in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the City 
may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more 
times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order and 
cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period immediately following the Order, with further notice to the owner as 
required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed under Section 21-
19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Gavin seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

 The motion carried. 
 
 

SL PROPERTIES, LLC 
 121 Beech Street 
 Case Number 18-0144  Vegetation 
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The General Counsel called cause number 18-0144. No one appeared.  
Code Enforcement Officer Tomarris Jones stated the property was in such 
a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-
19-11 of the Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to 
adjudicate the property as such and that an Order be entered to such 
effect, requested immediate abatement and that an Order be issued for 
the property. Council Member Jones made a motion in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the City 
may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more 
times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order and 
cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period immediately following the Order, with further notice to the owner as 
required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed under Section 21-
19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Gavin seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

 The motion carried. 
 
 

D. Discuss/Approve request to apply for the Mississippi Home  
 Corporation 2018 Homeowner Rehabilitation/Reconstruction Grant. 

 
 

 Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the request to apply for 
 The Mississippi Home Corporation 2018 Homeowner Rehabilitation/ 
 Reconstruction Grant. Council Member Gavin seconded the motion. 
 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried. 
 
 

IX.    EXECUTIVE SESSION:  
 

 There were no Executive Session matters to come before the Mayor and 
 Council. 
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ADJOURNMENT: 
 
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, Council Member Jones moved that the 

meeting be adjourned. Upon second by Council Member Jackson and 

unanimous vote, the Mayor announced that the meeting was ADJOURNED. 

 
 

Approved by:              
      Robert E. Smith, Sr., Mayor                 Milton Rawle, Jr.,  
                 CFO- Secretary-Treasurer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE WAS LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 


