
MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
                      OCTOBER 16, 2018 

 

The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, October 16, 2018 at 
5:00 p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Robert E. Smith, Sr., 
presided over the meeting, and all Council Members were present. Also present were the 
COO, CFO, General Counsel, Police Chief and the Human Resources Director. 
 
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION        

Mayor Smith called the meeting to order and called upon Council Member Box to 
offer the Invocation. 

    
II.  APPROVE MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF OCTOBER 2, 2018. 

Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting of 
October 2, 2018.  Council Member Gavin seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 
 

III. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS FOR OCTOBER 16, 2018. 

Council Member Taylor made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for October 
16, 2018, in the amount of $443,798.81. Council Member Jackson seconded the 
motion. 

 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 
 

IV. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

Change Item “G” to read: Approve request to refund citizens for five (5) sports 
registration and five (5) clean-up deposits. 
 

Add Item “O” – Approve request for one (1) Fire & Rescue Chief of Training to 
attend the “Peer Assessor Site Visit” to be held in Abington Township, PA, at no 
cost to the City. All expenses will be paid by the hosting department. 
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REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 
 
Add Item “B1” – Commendations to eight (8) CPD Officers. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 
Add Prospective Litigation Matter. 
 
Council Member Taylor made a motion to approve the Agenda as presented, with 
the above amendments. Council Member Jones seconded the motion. The Mayor 
called for discussion, and there being none, all Council Members voted in favor of 
same, with a unanimous vote. 
 
The motion carried. 
 

V. CONSENT AGENDA: 

A. Approve request to refund Annette Moore the sum of $270.00 for  
 cancellation of Trotter Convention Center rental fees. 

 
B. Approve request for Fire and Rescue Personnel, Jamie Adams and Jaquay  
 Sherrod, to attend “Firefighter Intervention Rescue Survival Techniques” to  
 be held in Jackson, MS, and approve payment of $730.00 for registration,  
 $50.00 for travel and reimbursement for meal expenses.   

 
C. Approve request for Fire and Rescue Administrative Assistant, Tabitha  
 Barham, to attend “R0335:  Administration of Public Assistance for  
 Community Recovery” to be held in Emmitsburg, MD, and approve  
 reimbursement for meal expenses.   

 
D. Approve request for Fire and Rescue Captain, Shannon Murphy, to attend  
 “Fireground Leadership” to be held in Jackson, MS, and approve payment of 
 $360.00 for registration, $75.00 for travel and reimbursement for meal  
 expenses.   

 
E. Approve request for Mayor Smith, F & R Chief, Martin Andrews, Assistant  
 Chief, Duane Hughes and Accreditation Manager, Alan Lewis, to attend the 
  “CPSE 2019 Excellence Conference” to be held in Garden Grove, CA, and  
 approve payment of $2,780.00 for registration, $3,184.00 for lodging,  
 $5,146.00 for travel and reimbursement for meal expenses.  

 
F. Approve request for Municipal Court Clerk, Wendy Blunt, to attend the  
 “Annual Court Administrators 2018 Fall Conference” to be held in Jackson,  
 MS, at no cost to City. 
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G. Approve request to refund Rene Machado $100.00 (2), Armando Leyva 
 $60.00 and Annette Henley $60.00 for sports registrations, and refund 
 Deamber Williams, Louise Patmon and Jelesa Bennett $150.00 each for 
 clean-up deposits.  

 
H. Ratify request for CPD Officer, Raymond Hackler, to attend the “Motorcycle  
 Refresher Training” held in Tupelo, MS, at no cost to City. 

 
I. Approve request for CID Investigator, Reginald Adams, to attend a “Field  

Force Operations Training Class” to be held in Olive Branch, MS, at no cost 
to City. 

 
J. Ratify permit request submitted by James Blakney, Jr. on behalf of Miles  

 Per Hour MC Columbus Chapter to host a “Motorcycle Ride Parade” held 
 September 29, 2018 from 11:00 a.m. until 11:40 a.m., beginning at the  
 Columbus Lock and Dam, right on Highway 45, left on Main Street  
 (downtown), left on Lehmberg Road to the Bypass, exit by the Waffle House  
 (Hwy 45), and right to Lock and Dam. 
 

K. Ratify permit request submitted by Roger Allen on behalf of Shiloh Full  
 Gospel Baptist Church to host a “Church Picnic” held October 13, 2018 from  
 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. at 120 19th Street South, blocking off 18th Street  
 South. 

 
L. Approve permit request submitted by Angela Verdell on behalf of Stephen 

 Chapel M. B. Church to host a “Church Picnic” to be held October 20, 2018  
 from 7:00 a. m. until 4:00 p.m. at 2008 7th Avenue North (Rev. J. L. Peoples  
 Loop). 
 

M. Approve permit request submitted by Kimberly Brown on behalf St. Paul’s  
 Episcopal School to host the “Boo Parade” to be held October 31, 2018 from  
 10:00 a. m. until 11:30 a.m. in downtown Columbus, College Street to Fifth  
 Street South to Main Street, and back to Fifth Street South to College Street.   
 

N. Ratify request for Mayor Smith, COO David Armstrong, CFO Milton Rawle,  
 Jr., City Attorney Jeff Turnage and City Engineer Kevin Stafford, to attend 

  the “State Auditor’s Training Session for Municipalities” held in Verona,  
 MS, and approve payment for travel and meal expenses. 
 

O. Approve request for Fire & Rescue Chief of Training, Mike Chandler, to  
 attend the “Peer Assessor Site Visit” to be held in Orlando, FL, at no cost to  
 City. All expenses will be paid by the hosting department. 

 

P. Approve request for Fire & Rescue Accreditation Manager, Alan Lewis, to  
 attend the “Peer Assessor Site Visit” to be held in Abington Township, PA, at  
 no cost to City. All expenses will be paid by the hosting department. 
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Council Member Gavin made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented, with the above amendments. Council Member Box seconded the motion. 
The Mayor called for discussion, and there being none, all Council Members voted 
in favor of same, with a unanimous vote. 
 
The motion carried. 

  
 

VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 
 

A. General Comments from the Mayor and Council Members  
 
 Glenda Buckhalter came forward and reminded City Leaders and Citizens 
 that October is Cancer Awareness Month and announced that the City will  
 sponsor “Winning Wednesday against Breast Cancer” and will meet on the 
 steps of City on Wednesday, October 24, 2018 at 5:30 p.m. T-Shirts are 
 $10.00 each. 

 
B. Swearing in of one (1) Fire and Rescue Firefighter 

 Christion Davis 
 

Mayor Smith and the entire Fire and Rescue Command Staff were present 
as the Mayor swore in Christion Davis as he recited the Oath of Office. 

 
B1. Commendations to eight (8) CPD Officers 
 

Chief Fred Shelton, Captain Ric Higgins, and Shift Leader, John Bishop 
came forth and recognized Police Officers for acts of heroism. 
 
Edgar Lemus, Officer Lemus used his hands to break open the window of 
an automobile to help free an unconscious citizen. He was given a  
commendation plaque.  

 
The Police Officers listed below worked as a team on a burglary case on 
October 3, 2018. They were instrumental in search, capture, and recovery of 
stolen items. Each of these CPD Officers were given a commendation 
plaque. 
 

 Alvin Ellis 

 Roger Tate 

 Joshua Vandiver 

 John Compton 

 Toni Howard 

 Jermarco Harris 

 Raymond Cyr 
 

C. Monthly Report from the Columbus Fire & Rescue Department for  
 September 2018 
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 The Monthly Report from the Columbus Fire & Rescue Department for 
 September 2018 was presented. No action was taken. 

 
D. Monthly Report from the Municipal Court Division for September 2018 
 
 The Monthly Report from the Municipal Court Division for September 2018 
 was presented. No action was taken. 

 
E. Monthly Report from the Public Works Department for September 2018 

 
 The Monthly Report from the Public Works Department for September 2018 
 was presented. No action was taken. 

 
F. Monthly Report from the City Planning and Community Development  

 Department for September 2018 
 

 The Monthly Report from the City Planning and Community Development  
 Department for September 2018 was presented. No action was taken. 

 
G. Monthly Report from the Code Enforcement Division for September  
 2018 

 
 The Monthly Report from the Code Enforcement Division for September  
 2018 was presented. No action was taken. 

 
H. Monthly Report from the Columbus Recreation Department for  
 September 2018 

 
 The Monthly Report from the Columbus Recreation Department for  
 September 2018 was presented. No action was taken. 

 
 I. Monthly Report from the Columbus Police Department for September  
 2018 

 
 The Monthly Report from the Columbus Police Department for September  
 2018 was presented. No action was taken. 

 
J. Monthly Report from the Building Inspection Department for September  
 2018 

 
 The Monthly Report from the Building Inspection Department for September  
 2018 was presented. No action was taken. 

 
K. Monthly Financial Report 

 
  Milton Rawle, Jr. distributed Monthly Financial Reports and remarked that the  
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  Sales taxes increased by $23,489.51, compared to the same time last year. 
 

L. Board Vacancies 
 
 David Armstrong, COO, announced vacancies on various boards and  
 remarked that one (1) appointment can be made at this meeting. 
 
  Board of Adjustment & Appeals of Development Codes 

 1 Vacancy, 2-Year Term (Electrical Engineer or Contractor) 

 Ralph McLain’s term expired 9/21/2018. 

 Appointment can be made immediately. 
 
  Applicant 

 Ralph McLain 
 
 Council Member Taylor made a motion to reappoint Ralph McLain to 
 the Board of Adjustment & Appeals of Development Codes for another 
 two (2) Year Term, until 9/21/2020. Council Member Gavin seconded 
 the motion. 
 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried. 
 

VII.  CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA: 
 
 
 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA:  
 

 

A. Discuss/Approve Advertising of City Resources for the Mayor’s Youth  
 Council New Member Orientation. 

 
  Council Member Gavin moved to approve the expenditure of $373.01  
  from 001-004-703 (Mayor’s Youth Council) and find that said amount is  
  a legitimate expense that will advertise and bring into favorable notice the  
  opportunities, possibilities and resources of the City of Columbus. Council  
  Member Taylor seconded the motion. 
 
  All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
  The motion carried. 
 

B Discuss/Approve promotion of three (3) Firefighters to Engineer. 
 
 Council Member Taylor made a motion to approve the promotion of three (3) 
 Firefighters: Jonathan Cantrell, William McDonald and James Hays to the 
 position of Engineer. Council Member Jackson seconded the motion. 
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 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried. 

 
C. Discuss/Approve Airline Road Speed Hump. 

 
 Kevin Stafford, with Neel-Schaffer, Inc., came before the Mayor and Council  
 to request approval to install a Speed Hump on Airline Road east of Wesley 
 United Methodist Church. This request comes as a recommendation from 
 the Traffic Calming Committee to reduce the speed in this area and to  
 reduce the volume of cut-through traffic. Council Member Taylor made a 
 motion to install a Speed Hump on Airline Road east of Wesley United  
 Methodist Church. Council Member Mickens seconded the motion. 
 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried. 
 

D. Discuss/Approve Engineering Contract for the North and South Apron  
 Tie Down Replacement Project for Columbus-Lowndes County Airport  
 (CLCA). 

 
  Council Member Box made a motion to approve the Engineering Contract 
  with Neel-Schaffer, Inc. for the North and South Apron Tie Down  
  Replacement for the Columbus-Lowndes County Airport (CLCA). The City  
  and County cost will be $426.50 each. Council Member Gavin seconded the 
  motion. 
 
  All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
  The motion carried. 
 

E. Discuss/Approve to advertise for bids for the CLCA’s North and South  
 Apron Tie Down Replacement Project. 
 
 Council Member Gavin made a motion to approve the request to advertise  
 for bids for the Columbus-Lowndes County Airport’s North and South Apron 
 tie-down Replacement Project. Council Member Jones seconded the motion. 
 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried. 

 
F. Discuss/Approve acceptance of lowest lump-sum bid for BEP project 
 and award contract. 
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 George Irby, Interim Director of City Planning and Community Development, 
 came forward and requested approval to accept the lowest lump-sum bid 
 for the BEP project and award the bid to Construction Risk Services for 
 demolition of structures, located at 1219 Shady Street and 1808 College 
 Street for a total cost of $16,500.00. Council Member Jackson seconded 
 the motion. 
 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried. 
 

G. Discuss/Approve Annual Municipal Compliance Questionnaire required  
 for Audit.  
 
 Council Member Taylor made a motion to approve the Annual Municipal  
 Compliance Questionnaire that is required for the Audit. Council Member  
 Gavin seconded the motion. 
 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried. 
 
 THE QUESTIONNAIRE FOLLOWS: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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H. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket. 
 

SAMUEL D. JR. AND DEBORAH L. GIVHAM 

 15th Street North & 4th Avenue North 
 Case Number 18-0290   Vegetation 

 
The General Counsel called cause number 18-0290. No one appeared.  
Code Enforcement Officer Tomarris Jones stated the property was in such a 
state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-
11 of the Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate 
the property as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested 
immediate abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council 
Member Jones made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated 
buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) 
month period immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds 
and removing rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than 
twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period immediately following 
the Order, with further notice to the owner as required by law. Costs are to be 
assessed as allowed under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  
Council Member Gavin seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

 The motion carried. 
 

 

CROSS REGIONA FUNDING LP 

c/o REGIONAL MARTHA COBB 

 1104 – 3rd Avenue North 
 Case Number 18-0240   Vegetation 

 
The General Counsel called cause number 18-0240. No one appeared.  
Code Enforcement Officer Tomarris Jones stated the property was in such a 
state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-
11 of the Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate 
the property as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested 
immediate abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council 
Member Jones made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated 
buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) 
month period immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds 
and removing rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than 
twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period immediately following 
the Order, with further notice to the owner as required by law. Costs are to be 
assessed as allowed under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  
Council Member Gavin seconded the motion. 
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All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

 The motion carried. 
      

 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 
 
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, Council Member Jones moved that the 

meeting be adjourned. Upon second by Council Member Gavin and unanimous 

vote, the Mayor announced that the meeting was ADJOURNED. 

 
 
 

Approved by:              
      Robert E. Smith, Sr., Mayor                 Milton Rawle, Jr.,  
                 CFO- Secretary-Treasurer 

 


