
 

MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
                   OCTOBER 2, 2018 

 
 
The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, October 2, 2018 at 
5:00 p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Robert E. Smith, Sr., 
presided over the meeting, and all Council Members were present. Also present were 
the COO, CFO, General Counsel, Police Chief and the Human Resources Director. 
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION 

 Mayor Smith called the meeting to order and called upon Council Member Box  
 to offer the Invocation. 

           
II.  APPROVE MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 18, 

2018. 
 

Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting of 
September 18, 2018. Council Member Gavin seconded the motion. 
 
All Council members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 
 

III. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS FOR OCTOBER 2, 2018. 

Council Member Box made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for October 
2, 2018 in the amount of $326,307.59. Council Member Gavin seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 
 

IV. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

Change Item “L” to read – Approve request to refund citizens for sixteen (16) 
sports registration and three (3) clean-up deposits. 
 
Amend Item “O” to read - Approve request for the Mayor and Council Members  
to attend the “National League of Cities – City Summit to be held in Los Angeles, 
CA, and approve payment for registration, lodging, travel and meal expenses. 
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REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 
Add Domestic Violence Awareness Proclamation. 
 
POLICY AGENDA: 
 
Add Item “G” – Discuss/Approve Joe Cook School Soccer Field Lease. 
 
Add Item “H” – Discuss/Approve Mutual Aid Compact Agreement. 
 
Add Item “I” – Discuss/Approve permission to award BEP contract.  
 
Council Member Taylor made a motion to approve the Agenda as presented, 
with the above amendments. Council Member Jones seconded the motion. The 
Mayor called for discussion, and there being none, all Council Members voted in 
favor of same, with a unanimous vote. 
 
The motion carried. 
 

V. CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. Approve request to refund Dorothy Colum the sum of $200.00 for Trotter  
 Convention Center/Riverwalk cancellation fees. 

 
B. Approve request for Fire and Rescue Personnel, Scott Swain, Marco  
 Rodriguez, Melvin Junkin, Chip Kain, Wes Mims and Hannon Murphy, to  
 attend “Hurricane Florence Deployment” in Pulaski, VA, and approve  
 payment for travel and meal expenses.  These expenses will be  
 reimbursed by FEMA. 

 
C. Accept letter of retirement from Fire and Rescue Captain, Jim Robbins,  
 effective October 28, 2018, and approve request for compensation for ten  
 (10) shifts of unused vacation leave, and the purchase of his service  
 weapon for $10.00. 

 
D. Accept letter of retirement from Fire and Rescue Captain, Frederick  
 Hargrove Sr., effective October 29, 2018, and approve request for  
 compensation for ten (10) shifts of unused vacation leave, and the  
 purchase of his service weapon for $10.00. 

 
E. Approve request for Fire and Rescue Fire Marshal Brett Thompson to  
 attend the “MFIA 2018 Fall Seminar” to be held in Pearl, MS, and approve  
 payment of $225.00 for registration, $366.99 for lodging, $75.00 for travel  
 and reimbursement for meal expenses.  

 
F. Approve request for Fire and Rescue Personnel, Todd Graham, Shannon  
 Murphy, Alan Walker, and Billy Clark, to attend “Truck Pre-Build” to be 
 held in Fairhope, AL, and approve payment of $100.00 for travel and  
 reimbursement for meal expenses. 
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G. Approve request for Fire and Rescue Personnel Marco Rodriguez and  
 Wes Mims to attend “Helicopter Search and Rescue” to be held in  
 Jackson, MS, and approve payment of $75.00 for travel and  
 reimbursement for meal expenses. 

 
H. Approve request for Fire and Rescue Personnel, Michael Miller, Deonate  
 Jethroe, Eric Minga, Dakota Chancery, Tyler Jones, Justin Martin and  
 Wesley Gates, to attend “FUNSAR” to be held in Meridian, MS, and  
 approve payment of $75.00 for travel expenses. 

 
I. Approve request for Fire and Rescue Personnel, Bob Dinsmore and 

Murphy Buckner, to attend “Firefighter 1001-I-II” to be held in Jackson, 
MS, and approve payment of $1,000 for registration, $250.00 for travel 
and reimbursement for meal expenses. 

 
J. Approve request to hold a “Domestic Violence/Drug Awareness Month  

 Candlelight Vigil & Balloon Release” to be held in front of the Municipal  
 Complex at 6:00 p. m. on October 23, 2018. 
 

K. Accept letter of resignation from Recreation Department employee,  
 Monica Petty, effective October 5, 2018, approve employee’s request to  
 take unused vacation leave October 1 -5, 2018, and authorize the HR  
 Director to begin the normal recruitment process.   

 
L. Approve request to refund citizens: Robert Pack, Anthony Hairston,  
 Samantha Smith, Terrell Jones, Jonathan Bozeman, Douglas Ferraez,  
 and Arvuchus Pratt the sum of $60.00 each for sports registrations; John  
 Jackson the sum of $62.00 for sports registration, James Bush the sum of  
 $75.00 for Travel Football registration, and Antwuan Payne the sum of  
 $150.00 for clean-up deposit.   

 
M. Approve request for HR Director, Pat Mitchell, to attend the “2018 Fall  
 Session of the Certification Program for Municipal Clerks” to be held in  
 Hattiesburg, MS, and approve payment of $200.00 for registration,  
 $275.00 for lodging, $194.57 for travel and reimbursement for meal  
 expenses. 

 

N. Approve request for the Mayor, Mayor’s Youth Council Advisor and  
 Officers to attend the “7th Annual MYC Leadership Retreat” to be held in  
 Clinton, MS, and approve payment of $54.00 for travel and reimbursement  
 for meal expenses. 

 
O. Approve request for Mayor Smith and Council Members to attend the  
 “National League of Cities – City Summit to be held in Los Angeles, CA, 
 and approve payment of $755.00 each for registration, $1,545.00 each  
 for lodging, $456.00 each for travel, $100.00 for taxi service and  
 reimbursement for meal expenses. 
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P. Accept letter of resignation from CPD Officer, Virginia McDonald, effective  
 October 5, 2018. 

 
Q. Approve permit request submitted by Johnny Johnson on behalf of Alpha  
 Phi Alpha Fraternity to host a “Roadblock” to raise funds for Rust College  
 to be held on October 6, 2018 from 8:00 a.m. until 10:30 a. m. at Highway  
 45/18th Avenue. 

 
R. Approve permit request submitted by Lynn Davis on behalf of First United  

 Methodist Church, Annunciation Catholic Church, St. Paul’s Episcopal  
 Church and First Presbyterian Church to host a “Fall Festival Community  
 Block Party” to be held October 28, 2018 from 4:00 p.m. until 6:30 p.m.  
 beginning at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church on College (Third Street South)  
 and ending at Annunciation Catholic Church’s Activity Building (Ninth  
 Street South). (See attached map.) 
 

S. Approve permit request submitted by Barbara Bigelow on behalf of Main 
 Street Columbus to host the “Columbus Christmas Parade” to be held  
 December 3, 2018 from 7:00 p. m. until 10:00 p.m. in downtown  
 Columbus.  (See attached route map.) 
 

T. Approve permit request submitted by Barbara Bigelow on behalf of Main 
 Street Columbus to host the “Wassail Fest” to be held December 7, 2018  
 from 5:00 p. m. until 8:00 p.m. in downtown Columbus.   
 

Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the Consent  Agenda as 
presented, with the above amendments. Council Member Jackson seconded the 
motion. The Mayor called for discussion, and there being none, all Council 
Members voted in favor of same, with a unanimous vote. 
 
The motion carried. 

  
 

VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 
 

A. General Comments from the Mayor and Council Members  
 

 Mayor Smith and Chief Frederick Shelton presented a Proclamation to  
 Dorothy Givens in recognition of Domestic Violence Awareness Month. 

 

B. Board Vacancies 
 
  David Armstrong announced vacancies on various boards and remarked 
  that the appointment can be made for the Redevelopment Authority  
  Board. 
 
  Redevelopment Authority Board 

 1 Vacancy, Unexpired 5-Year Term ending 9/5/2022  

 Tommy Lott, Jr. passed away 8/23/2018. 

 Appointment will be made October 2, 2018. 
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  Applicant 

  Mark G. Alexander, Sr. 
   
  Council Member Gavin made a motion to appoint Mark G.  
  Alexander, Sr. to the Redevelopment Authority Board to fill the  
  unexpired 5-Year Term of Tommy Lott, Jr., until September 5,  
  2022. Council Member Taylor seconded the motion.  
 
  All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
  The motion carried. 
 
 
  Board of Adjustment & Appeals of Development Codes 

 1 Vacancy, 2-Year Term (Electrical Engineer or  
      Contractor) 

 Ralph McLain’s term expired 9/21/2018. 

 Appointment can be made immediately. 

 No applicants at this time 
 

 
 

VII.  CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA: 
 

 MIKE PATEL – Zoning Board of Adjustments and Appeals 
 

  Mike Patel came before the Mayor and Council to appeal a Set-Back  
  Variance request that was denied by the Zoning Board to add walk-in  
  coolers at the Military Road and at the Martin Luther King, Jr. sides of his  
  business establishment, located at 2246 Military Road.  Council Member  
  Gavin made a motion to table this request until the Council receives  
  additional information. Council Member Mickens seconded the request. 
 
  All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
  The motion carried. 
 
 
 

VIII.    POLICY AGENDA:  
 

A. Discuss/Approve Advertising of City Resources for the Mayor’s  
 Annual Thanksgiving Luncheon. 

 
  Council Member Gavin moved to approve the expenditure of $9,000.00  
  from 107-350-559-024 (Mayor’s Thanksgiving Luncheon) and find that  
  said amount is a legitimate expense that will advertise and bring into  
  favorable notice the opportunities, possibilities and resources of the City of 
  Columbus. Council Member Mickens seconded the motion. 
 



MINUTES 
October 2, 2018 

  All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
  The motion carried. 
 

B Discuss/Approve Advertising of City Resources for the Senior  
 Citizens’ Thanksgiving Dinner. 

 
  Council Member Taylor moved to approve the expenditure of $6,000.00  
  from 107-350-559-025 (Senior Citizens’ Thanksgiving Dinner) and find  
  that said amount is a legitimate expense that will advertise and bring into  
  favorable notice the opportunities, possibilities and resources of the City of  
  Columbus. Council Member Gavin seconded the motion. 
 
  All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
  The motion carried. 
 

C. Discuss/Approve hiring one (1) CPD Reserve Officer, contingent  
 upon successful completion of pre-employment medical exam and  
 drug screen. 

 
 Council Member Taylor made a motion to hire Beunka Johnson as a  
 Reserve Police Officer, contingent on successful completion of a pre- 
 employment medical examination and drug screen. Council Member 
 Jones seconded the motion. 
 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried. 
 

D. Discuss/Approve Speed Limit Reduction in Masonic Subdivision. 
 
 Kevin Stafford, with Neel-Schaffer, Inc. came before the Mayor and  
 Council and requested Speed Limit Reduction signage in the Masonic  
 Subdivision. Council Member Box made a motion to approve the request  
 to erect Speed Limit Reduction signs in the Masonic Subdivision. Council  
 Member Gavin seconded the motion. 
 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried. 

 
E. Discuss/Approve request cost of property clean-up on cases  
 previously heard by Council and for which remediation has been  
 completed. 
 

 Council Member Jones made a motion to adjudicate property previously 
 heard by Council and for which remediation has been completed. Council  
 Member Gavin seconded the motion. 
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 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried. 
 

 THE ADJUDICATED LIST FOLLOWS: 
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F. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket. 
 
 

 TEMPLE T. HENDERSON c/o 
 LEON H. MACLENNAN 

 11th Avenue South 
 Case Number 18-0289   Vegetation 

 
The General Counsel called cause number 18-0289. No one appeared.  
Code Enforcement Officer Tomarris Jones stated the property has been 
remediated by the owner, and it is his recommendation to enter the 
proposed Order under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding 
that this property was in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace 
to the public health and safety of the community.  This Order should 
provide for such re-entry as the Statute allows.  Council Member Jones 
made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11, and for an Order 
stating the City may remediate the property with respect to cutting grass 
and weeds and removing rubbish, personal property and other debris no 
more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period 
immediately following the Order, with further notice to the owner as 
required by law.  Costs are to be assessed as allowed under Section 21-
19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Jackson seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 

 

 
 BRIAN & LESLIE A. MAY 

 702 S. Gaywood Ave. 
 Case Number 18-0311   Vegetation 

 
The General Counsel called cause number 18-0311. No one appeared.  
Code Enforcement Officer Tomarris Jones stated the property has been 
remediated by the owner, and it is his recommendation to enter the 
proposed Order under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding 
that this property was in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace 
to the public health and safety of the community.  This Order should 
provide for such re-entry as the Statute allows.  Council Member Jones 
made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11, and for an Order 
stating the City may remediate the property with respect to cutting grass 
and weeds and removing rubbish, personal property and other debris no 
more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period 
immediately following the Order, with further notice to the owner as 
required by law.  Costs are to be assessed as allowed under Section 21-
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19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Jackson seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 
 

 MARILYN H. GREGORY 
 902 Shady Street 
 Case Number 18-0267   Vegetation 

 
The General Counsel called cause number 18-0267. No one appeared.  
Code Enforcement Officer Tomarris Jones stated the property has been 
remediated by the owner, and it is his recommendation to enter the 
proposed Order under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding 
that this property was in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace 
to the public health and safety of the community.  This Order should 
provide for such re-entry as the Statute allows.  Council Member Jones 
made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11, and for an Order 
stating the City may remediate the property with respect to cutting grass 
and weeds and removing rubbish, personal property and other debris no 
more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period 
immediately following the Order, with further notice to the owner as 
required by law.  Costs are to be assessed as allowed under Section 21-
19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Jackson seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 
 
 
WALTER AND ETHEL JAMES 

 22nd Street South 
 Case Number 18-0228   Vegetation 

 
The General Counsel called cause number 18-0228. No one appeared.  
Code Enforcement Officer Tomarris Jones stated the property was in such 
a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-
19-11 of the Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to 
adjudicate the property as such and that an Order be entered to such 
effect, requested immediate abatement and that an Order be issued for 
the property. Council Member Taylor made a motion in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the City 
may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more 
times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order and 
cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period immediately following the Order, with further notice to the owner 
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as required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed under Section 
21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Mickens seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 

 
ROY A. W. AND EMMA WATSON 

 15th Street South 
 Case Number 18-0310   Vegetation 

 
The General Counsel called cause number 18-0310. No one appeared.  
Code Enforcement Officer Tomarris Jones remarked that the property 
owner requested an extension and stated the property was in such a state 
of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 
of the Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to give the 
property owner a 14-day extension to remediate the property. Council 
Member Taylor made a motion to give the property owner a 14-day 
extension to remediate the property. Council Member Mickens seconded 
the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

 The motion carried. 
 

SUPER SAVER DRUGS, INC. 

 2421 – 6th Avenue North 
 Case Number 18-0259   Vegetation 

 
The General Counsel called cause number 18-0259. No one appeared.  
Code Enforcement Officer Tomarris Jones stated the property was in such 
a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-
19-11 of the Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to 
adjudicate the property as such and that an Order be entered to such 
effect, requested immediate abatement and that an Order be issued for 
the property. Council Member Taylor made a motion in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the City 
may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more 
times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order and 
cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period immediately following the Order, with further notice to the owner as 
required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed under Section 21-
19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Mickens seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
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 The motion carried. 
 
 

CHARLES AND VARNELL BREWER 

 4th  Avenue South 
 Case Number 18-0272   Vegetation 

 
The General Counsel called cause number 18-0272. No one appeared.  
Code Enforcement Officer Tomarris Jones stated the property was in such 
a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-
19-11 of the Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to 
adjudicate the property as such and that an Order be entered to such 
effect, requested immediate abatement and that an Order be issued for 
the property. Council Member Taylor made a motion in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the City 
may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more 
times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order and 
cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period immediately following the Order, with further notice to the owner as 
required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed under Section 21-
19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Mickens seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

 The motion carried. 
 

ESTATE OF ROBERT JAMES 

 22nd Street South 
 Case Number 18-0229   Vegetation 

 
The General Counsel called cause number 18-0229. No one appeared.  
Code Enforcement Officer Tomarris Jones stated the property was in such 
a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-
19-11 of the Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to 
adjudicate the property as such and that an Order be entered to such 
effect, requested immediate abatement and that an Order be issued for 
the property. Council Member Taylor made a motion in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the City 
may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more 
times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order and 
cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period immediately following the Order, with further notice to the owner as 
required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed under Section 21-
19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Mickens seconded the 
motion. 
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All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

 The motion carried. 
 
JOHN T. THOMPSON 

 907 Shady Street 
 Case Number 18-0266   Vegetation 

 
The General Counsel called cause number 18-0266. Mrs. Janice 
Thompson came forward and requested a 45-day extension.  Code 
Enforcement Officer Tomarris stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of 
the Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to give the 
property owner a 45-day extension to remediate the property. Council 
Member Gavin made a motion to give the property owner a 45-day 
extension to remediate the property. Council Member Jackson seconded 
the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

 The motion carried. 
 

G. Discuss/Approve Joe Cook School Soccer Field Lease 
 
 Council Member Taylor made a motion to approve the Joe Cook School  
 Soccer Field Lease. Council Member Gavin seconded the motion. 
 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried. 
 
 THE LEASE FOLLOWS: 
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H. Discuss/Approve Mutual Aid Compact Agreement. 
 
 Council Member Taylor made a motion to approve the Mutual Aid  
 Compact Agreement between the City of Columbus and Lowndes 
 County. Council Member Mickens seconded the motion. 
 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried. 
 
I. Discuss/Approve permission to award BEP contract. 

 
Council Member Taylor made a motion to award the BEP Contract to 
Phillips Contracting, Inc. to demolish structure at 1337 – 5th Street South, 
in amount of $9,000. Council Member Gavin seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 

 
 

IX.    EXECUTIVE SESSION:  
 

  There were no Executive Session matters to come before the Mayor 
  and Council at this meeting. 
 
 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 
 
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, Council Member Taylor moved that the 

meeting be adjourned. Upon second by Council Member Jones and unanimous 

vote, the Mayor announced that the meeting was ADJOURNED. 

 
 

Approved by:              
      Robert E. Smith, Sr., Mayor                 Milton Rawle, Jr.,  
                 CFO- Secretary-Treasurer 

 


