MINUTES
AUGUST 6, 2019

MEETING OF
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS
AUGUST 6, 2019

The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, August 6, 2019 at 3:00 p.m.
in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Robert E. Smith, Sr. presided over
the meeting, and all Council Members were present. The Ward 1 Council seat is vacant due
to the passing of Councilman Gene Taylor. The Ward 4 Council seat is vacant pending a
special election, following the resignation of Fredrick Jackson. Also present were the COO,
CFO, General Counsel, Police Chief, and all other Department Heads.

l. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION

Mayor Smith called the meeting to order and called upon Pastor Benny Coleman,
Pastor of Pleasant Ridge M. B. Church, to offer the Invocation.

II. APPROVE MINUTES FOR THE MEETINGS OF JULY 16, 2019.

Council Member Gavin made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting of July
16, 2019. Council Member Mickens seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried.

lll. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS FOR JULY 16, 2019.

Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for August
6, 2019 in the amount of $733,372.36.. Council Member Jones seconded the motion.

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried.

IV. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA:

POLICY AGENDA:

Add Item “A” to read — Discuss/Approve request to fill vacant Accounts Payable
position and Accounts Receivable position.

Add Item “H” — Consider/Approve Agreement to purchase surplus property from the
City of Southaven, MS.
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Add Item “K” — Discuss Consent Agenda Item V. “I” approved on 6/18/19, for the
Mayor, Fire Chief, Assistant Chief, Accreditation Manager, and Chief of Training, to
attend “Fire Rescue International” to be held in Atlanta, GA, and approve payment for
registration, fuel, hotel and meal expenses.

Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the Agenda as presented, with the
above amendments. Council Member Mickens seconded the motion. The Mayor called
for discussion, and there being none, all Council Members present voted in favor of
same, with a unanimous vote.

V. CONSENT AGENDA:

A Ratify request for Fire and Rescue Personnel, Chris Carter, Marco Rodriguez,
and Wes Mims, to attend “MSARTF-RR-071019-5854 Tropical Storm Barry
Deployment” to be held in Hattiesburg, MS and approve payment of $216.91
for travel and reimbursement for meal expense.

B. Approve request for Fire and Rescue Personnel, Marco Rodriguez and Josh
Boyer, to attend “Trench Rescue and Emergency Shoring Technician Training”
to be held in Jackson, MS, and approve payment of $970.00 for registration,
$50.00 for travel and reimbursement for meal expenses.

C. Accept letter of resignation from one (1) Fire and Rescue Firefighter, Eric
Summerall, effective July 28, 2019 and approve compensation for unused
vacation leave.

D. Accept letter of resignation from one (1) Fire and Rescue Firefighter, Mason
Wise effective August 11, 2019 and approve compensation for unused
vacation leave.

E. Approve request to refund Shantecka Gardner the sum of $280.00 and
Latrease Patterson the sum of $420.00 for cancellations of the Convention
Center Rental.

F. Approve request for one (1) Municipal Court Judge, Gary Goodwin, and the
Drug Court Coordinator to attend the “MADCP Training Conference” to be held
in Oxford, MS, and approve payment of $350.00 each for registration, $416.00
for lodging, travel, and reimbursement for meal expenses.

G. Accept letter of resignation from Reserve Police Officer, Angela Nelson,
effective July 18, 2019.

H. Ratify permit request submitted by Johnson Washington to host a “GTA Car
Meet and Ride Out” held on August 3, 2019 from 2:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m. at the
Columbus Lock and Dam with the Ride Out from the Columbus Lock and Dam,
down Hwy. 45 through Main Street, Highway 82 East to Southern Family
Market.
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VL.

Approve permit request submitted by Mack Patel to host a “Wedding” to be held
on August 17, 2019 from 9:00 a.m. until 10:30 a.m. at the Trotter Convention
Center, 123 — 5™ Street North, blocking 2" Avenue North and 5" Street North.

Approve permit request submitted by Kabir Karriem, on behalf of the 7" Avenue
Heritage Festival Committee, to host the “7™ Avenue Heritage Festival’ to be

held on October 4 — 5, 2019 from 12:00 Noon, October 4, 2019 until 10:00 p.m.
October 5, 2019, blocking the corner of 7" Avenue North and 15" Street North.

Approve permit request submitted by Steve Blaylock, on behalf of First
Pentecostal Church, to host a “FPC Block Party” to be held on August 17, 2019
from 12:00 noon until 5:00 p.m. at 501 Lehmberg Road, blocking Bennett
Avenue from Lehmberg Road to just pass Calvary church and United Methodist
Church.

Approve permit request submitted by John Brown, on behalf of J. B.’s House of
Blues, to host a “Labor Day Blues Bash” to be held on August 31, 2019 from
5:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m. outside J. B.’s House of Blues at 120 — 22" Street
South. See attached map.

Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented,
with the above amendments. Council Member Mickens seconded the motion. The
Mayor called for discussion, and there being none, all Council Members present voted
in favor of same, with a unanimous vote.

REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA:

A.

General Comments from the Mayor and Council Members

Mayor Smith offered words of Condolence to the Taylor and Deloach
Family on behalf of the Mayor, City Council, and entire City of Columbus.

Council Member Gavin offered Condolence to Mayor Smith in the loss of
his brother.

Fire and Rescue Chief Martin Andrews, along with the entire Fire Department
Command Staff, came before the Mayor and Council to discuss Accreditation
and the process of remaining accredited. Chief Andrews began by stating that
he was not satisfied with comments in the local newspaper about Accreditation.
He then proceeded to discuss the facts and dispel misconceptions about
Accreditation. Each member of the Fire Department Command Staff presented
Important viewpoints from his area of expertise. No action was taken.

Presentation of Commendation to two (2) CPD Officer

Police Chief Fred Shelton presented Commendations to two (2) Police Officers
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VII.

for their level of professionalism. Glenn Jenkins distinguished himself on July
2, 2019 within the scope of his duties as he rendered exceptional service to
parties of an automobile accident. The fellow law enforcement officer in the
automobile gave Jenkins high praise and described the performance of his job
as respectfully taking charge and treating all involved with kindness, which
placed everyone at ease. Rodreiuz Porter distinguished himself on July 28,
2019 within the scope of his duties, when he rendered exceptional service to a
Citizen whose vehicle had been stolen. The Citizen was thankful and described
Officer Porter as being very courteous throughout the incident, making a bad
experience as pleasing as possible.

C. Swearing in of one (2) Fire and Rescue Firefighters

Mayor Smith swore in Fire and Rescue Firefighters William H. Branch and
Robert Dinsmore and the firefighters recited the Oath of Office.

D. Board Vacancies:

David Armstrong announced that the Board of Adjustment & Appeals of
Development Codes has one (1) vacancy that can be filled tonight.

REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY BOARD

e 1 Vacancy, Mark Castleberry’s 5-Year Term Expires 9/01/19.
e Appointment can be made 9/03/2019.
¢ No applicants at this time.

CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA:
ELLE GRAHAM - RE: Greater Columbus Learning Center

Ms. Elle Graham came forth and announced that the Greater Columbus Learning
Center closed its doors on July 30, 2019 after thirty (30) years of serve to the
community. The services that were rendered by GCLC will now be rendered by
EMCC. Ms. Graham proceeded to introduce Dr. O’'neal Wright, who will be director
of the program.

ALLISON SUDDUTH - RE: Use of Leadership Plaza

Ms. Allison Sudduth came before the Mayor and Council and requested to use the
Leadership Plaza to get married. Ms. Sudduth stated that there will be no food or
alcohol served; just the wedding ceremony. Council Member Box made a motion

to approve Ms. Allison Sudduth’s request to use the Leadership Plaza to get married
at no cost. She will not block off the street nor serve food. Council Member Gavin
seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.



MINUTES
AUGUST 6, 2019

VIIL.

The motion carried.
RUDY WATKINS — PATH Presentation

Rudy Watkins with PATH, came before the Mayor and Council to discuss the PATH
Process and made a presentation. He began by stating that there are 4276 street
Lights in the City; 237 have already been converted to LED lights. The City’s Annual
payment to Columbus Light & Water is $515,545.00 per year. Lights are unmetered.
You pay for each light that is out. If you do nothing, you continue to lose money.
$800,000 for street light maintenance in 15 years. Street lights have approximately 20
year life span. It will cost approximately 3 million dollars to change all street lights.
Negotiated rate is $119,047.00 to Columbus Light & Water. Project the first year
savings to be of $125,587 dollars. Can finance up to 20 years, but there is an option of
15 or 10 years. 15-year option $125,000, 2" option — 10 year, 15,000 a year that
grows over time. This can be done on a lease purchase program. This will not impact
your bond rating. You have clear issues on a long term that will impact your bond
rating. You would be putting positive cash back in the budget.

Council Member Jones made a motion to approve, pending the City’s Financial
Advisor report of whether this will affect the City’s Credit rating. Council Member
Mickens seconded the motion.

Council Members Mickens, Box and Jones voted in favor of the motion. Council
Member Gavin opposed.

The motion carried.

POLICY AGENDA:

A. Consider/Approve request to fill vacant Accounts Payable and Accounts
Receivable positions.

Council Member Jones recused himself.

Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve the request to promote
Carolyn Aviles to the position of Accounts Payable Clerk with a salary change
to $13.95 per hour and hire Yolanda Smith to fill the vacant position of Accounts
Receivable Clerk at $11.03 per hour, which was created by the promotion.
Council Member Box seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried.

Council Member Jones returned to the meeting.
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B.

Discuss/Approve permission request from the 7" Avenue Heritage
Festival Committee to sell beer during the 7" Avenue Heritage Festival on
October 4, 2019.

State Representative Kabir Karriem came forward and offered condolences to
the Taylor Family. He then made a request on behalf of the 7™ Avenue Heritage
Festival Committee to sell beer at the 7" Avenue Heritage Festival on October
4, 2019. Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the request to sell
beer at the 7" Avenue Heritage Festival. Council Member Gavin seconded the
motion. from Columbus

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. (Council Member Mickens
remarked that this is not a part of the City of Columbus; therefore, he voted in
favor of the motion.

The motion carried.

Discuss FEMA/MEMA Submission Update and approve all submitted bills
Pertaining to the declared disaster of the February 23, 2019 tornado.

Joe Dillion, City Public Information Officer, came forward and gave the following
update regarding the 2019 tornado. He remarked that he has completed
training. The first set of numbers, which includes labor cost is reimbursable and
part is not. FEMA will reimburse 75% and MEMA will reimburse 12.5%;
therefore,87.5% will be reimbursed. The total for labor cost is $68,817.00 and
the total cost for equipment is $86,542.00. The City can begin drawing down
the $600.000 from the $5M loan to pay vendors for work completed in
$100,000 increments. Council Member Jones made a motion to make the first
draw-down of $100,000. Council Member Gavin seconded the motion. Mayor

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.
The motion carried

Mayor Smith asked for an update on the culverts on Plymouth Road. Kevin
Stafford, with Neel-Schaffer, Inc. came forth and remarked that we do not have
a final answer at this time.

Discuss Community Recovery of Lowndes County Update.

Nicole Clinkscales and Avelyn Cox, pastor of First United Methodist Church,
gave an update. Avelyn Cox remarked that she is Serving as the Chair of the
Unmet Needs Committee. She works directly with case managers. They have
contacted 153 survivors that were directly affected by the February 23 tornado.
They have 38 currently being served and 11 have been closed out. We are
partnering with other organizations. Catholic Charities gave us $9,000 and
Habitat ReSale Store and Mennonites. We have been awarded a $250,000
materials grant and have received $50,000 at this time. We have made one
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demolition. We will try to demolish some structures on November 4, 2019. No
action taken..

E. Consider/Approve Application for Ad Valorem Tax Exemption.

General Counsel Jeff Turnage, remarked that an Application was filed by Mark
Alexander for Ad Valorem Tax Exemption for his property on 5" Street North.
Renovation for property in a Central Business District and Renovation for
property in the Historic District. For ten years.

Council Member Gavin made a motion to approve the Application for Ad
Valorem Tax Exemption for property on 5™ Street North. Council Member Jones
seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.
The motion carried.

F. Ratify acceptance of July 2019 donation by an anonymous donor of
$2,532.01 for the August 1, 2019 renewals of all Columbus Sixteenth
Section Leases and ratify July 2019 payment by Mayor and City Council,
as Successors in interest to the Trustees of Franklin Academy, of said
sum to the Columbus Municipal Separate School District for said renewal.

Legal Counsel, Jeff Turnage, remarked that this instrument was filed two
weeks ago. | still continue to have questions regarding the Leaseholders about
whether the taxes are paid in arrears. There 1400 tenants or lessees. Council
Member Jones made a motion to accept a $2,532.01 donation by an
anonymous donor for the August 1, 2019 renewals of all Columbus Sixteenth
Section Leases and ratify July 2019 payment by Mayor and City Council, as
Successors in interest to the Trustees of Franklin Academy, of said sum to the
Columbus Municipal Separate School District for said renewal. Council
Member Box seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried.

The Supporting Documents follows:
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MITCHELL, MCNUTT & SAMS
A PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION

508 W STREET
" PosT OPNCE BOX 7120 215 FIFTH STREET NORTH POST OPFICS BOX 1300
TUPELO, ?gzszs)lssilmag’t:soz-ﬂzo POST OFFICE BOX l 366 Comm,(w;)s;sasz;lgglssss-lzoo
FACSIMILE (662) 842-8450 COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI 39703- I 366 FACSIMILE (662) 286-3984
1216 VAN BUREN (662) 328-2316 22 NORTH FRONT STREET,
OXPORD, MISSISSIon 38655 FACSIMILE (662) 328-8035 MEMPHIS, TERNESSEE 38103
(662) 234-4845 (901) 527-2585
FACSIMILE (662) 234-9071 FACSIMILE (901) 527-2361
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JEFFREY J. TURNAGE July 25,2018 STARKLLE MS 29759
DIRECT (662) 245-5130 FACSIMILE (662) 842-8450

EMAIL: jtumage@mitchellmcnutt.com

Christopher D. Hemphill
DUNN & HEMPHILL, P.A.
P.O. Drawer 1426
Columbus, MS 39703

Re: 16" Section Leases
QOur File No. 2297.83050

Dear Chris:

Consistent with our telephone conversation of yesterday’s date, I am hand delivering to
you with this letter, a check from the Mayor and City Council as Successors in Interest to the
Trustees of Franklin Academy, payable to the Columbus Municipal School District, in the
amount of $2,532.01. Although I am completely convinced that the 16" Section Lease payments
have always been paid in advance, and also that there is a right of redemption the same as there
is for delinquent ad valorem taxes (See e.g. Laws of Mississippi of 1914, Chapter 462), an
anonymous donor in the City has remitted payment for each and every one of the 1,412 Sixteenth
Section leases. The attached check is for advance payment for the August 1, 2019 renewals,
even though it is my opinion that they have already been collected and paid. Thus, while this is a
duplicate payment, this should eliminate any question about whether all the lessees made their
2019 renewal payment in advance.

Additionally, for your information, the Mayor and City Council has on its agenda for the
August 6 meeting, to ratify the acceptance of this donation and to further ratify this payment to
the District of the same amount. Also to be on the agenda is my request that the Mayor and City
Council instruct Greg Andrews, the City/County Assessor Collector, to notate on the annual ad
valorem tax bills for all lessees of 16" Section land, that the 16" Section amount due at the end
of 2019 is for the August 1, 2020 renewal and that it be shown on each successive year-end tax
bill thereafter that is is for the next following August. Following this process, there should never
be any question that the annual lease payments are made in advance as compared to ad valorem
taxes, which are collected in arrears.

I would appreciate if you would see that this letter and check is delivered to the
Municipal School District before the August 1 renewal date so that it may be deposited. If you

1141121



Chris Hemphill
7/25/19
Page 2

have any difficulty in ensuring that this check is accepted by the District before the August 1
renewal date, [ trust that you will notify me immediately.

Also, for the convenience of the District, attached is a list of each and every 16" Section
parcel, with PPIN, Section and lessee name together with the individual annual lease amounts.
This check is for payment for each PPIN number and section for the August 1, 2019 renewal. To
the extent the record owner has changed since this list was printed in 2018, it should be applied
toward the parcel set forth as PPIN on the attached list. I would appreciate your letting me know
if you have any questions about this donation.

Sincerely,

FREY J. TURNAGE

JIT/mtb
Enclosures

1141121



NITY OF COLUMBUS « GENERAL FUND » COLUMBUS, MS 39703

U98131

Vendor: 35108 COLUMBUS MUNICIPAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 07/25/2019 98131
Invaice Number Invoice Date PO Number — Account Numbier Deseription [nvoice Amount
07252019 07/25/2019 001-060-949-000 DONATION 2,532.01

2.532.01

4 ORIGINAL CHECK IS PRINTED ON.CHEMICAL REACTIVE PAPER AND HAS MICRO PRINTING INTHE SIGNATURE LINE &

CITY OF COLUMBUS
P.0. BOX 1408
COLUMBUS, MS 39703-1408
GENERAL FUND

2,532 DOLLLARS AND 01 CENTS

PAY
TO THE COLUMBUS MUNICIPAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
OFpER P.O. BOX 1308

COLUMBUS, MS 39703-1308

0583 i 1;08L 20088 it

098131

BANK OF COMMERCE 85-98
MEMBER FDIC « COLUMBUS MS 842

98131
DATE AMOUNT
07/25/2019 REEREER) 530 ()|
“Fedcueial A bty

4

TRodnd £ 4;””5’**’7;‘1’ o

- AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE

EOLESB Ol

ITY OF COLUMBUS e GENERAL FUND = COLUMBUS, MS 39703

098131

Vendor: 5108 COLUMBUS MUNICIPAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 07/25/2019 98131
Involce Number Invoice Dile PO Number  Account Number Deseription [nvoice Amount
07252019 07/25/2019 001-060-949-000 DONATION 2,532.01

CHECK AMOUNT: 2,532.01
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