
MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
FEBRUARY 4, 2020 

 
The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, February 4, 2020 at 5:00 
p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Robert E. Smith, Sr. 
presided over the meeting, and all Council Members were present. Also present were the 
COO, CFO, General Counsel, Police Chief, and all other Department Heads. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION 
 
Mayor Smith called the meeting to order and called upon Rev. Antwan Colvin, 
pastor of Missionary Union Baptist Church, to offer the Invocation. 
 

II. APPROVE MINUTES FOR MEETING OF JANUARY 21, 2020. 
 
 Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting of  
 January 21, 2020. Council Member Gavin seconded the motion. 
 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried. 
 

III. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS. 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for 
February 4, 2020, in the amount of $586,864.42. Council Member Gavin seconded 
the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 
 

IV. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
Add Item “F” – Approve request for the Mayor to attend the “North Mississippi 
Mayors Association Meeting” to be held in Pontotoc, MS, at no cost to the City. 
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Add Item “G” – Accept letter of resignation from one (1) Columbus Fire & Rescue 
Firefighter, effective February 15, 2020, and approve compensation for any unused 
vacation time. 
 
POLICY AGENDA: 
Add Item “H” - Discuss/Approve hiring one (1) Truck Driver, contingent upon a 
successful drug screen and pre-employment physical. 
 
Add Item “I” – Discuss/Approve hiring two (2) Public Works Laborers, contingent 
upon successful completion of a pre-employment physical and drug screen. 
 
Add Item “J” – Discuss/Approve promotions of two (2) Columbus Fire & Rescue 
Firefighters to Engineers. 
 
Add Item “K” – Discuss/Approve promotion of one (1) Columbus Recreation 
Department Grounds Technician to Routine Maintenance. 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the Agenda as presented, with 
the above amendments. Council Member Gavin seconded the motion. The Mayor 
called for discussion, and there being none, all Council Members voted in favor of 
same, with a unanimous vote. 
 

V. CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. Approve request to send one (1) Police Officer, Mecca Shabazz, to the 
“Southern Regional Public Safety Institute Law Enforcement Training 
Academy” in Camp Shelby, MS, and approve cost of $3,600.00 for tuition 
and clothing required by the academy. The clothing allowance is not to 
exceed $350.00 and will be reimbursed upon completion of the academy. 
 

B. Approve permit request submitted by Doug Pellum, on behalf of Zachary’s 
Restaurant, to host “Zachary’s St. Patrick’s Pawty” to be held on March 15, 
2020 from 7:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m., blocking Second Avenue North between 
4th Street North and 5th Street North. 

 

C. Approve request for CPD Officer, Glenn Jenkins, to attend the “Spanish for 
Drug Enforcement Training” to be held in Meridian, MS, with no cost to the 
City. 

 

D. Approve request for CPD Records Clerk, Daphne Terry, CID Administrative 
Assistant, Latonia Malone, Director of Training, Liz Patrick, and I. T. Director, 
Greg Drake to attend the “NIBRS Training” to be held in Pearl, MS, and 
approve payment of $800.00 for lodging, and reimbursement for meal 
expenses. 
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E. Approve request for the CFO, Deliah Vaughn, to attend the “Certified 
Municipal Clerk Class, to be held in Oxford, MS, and approve payment of 
$200.00 for registration, $315.00 for lodging, and reimbursement for meal 
expenses. 

 

F. Approve request for the Mayor to attend the “North Mississippi Mayors 
Association Meeting” to be held in Pontotoc, MS, at no cost to the City. 

 

G. Accept letter of resignation from Columbus Fire & Rescue Firefighter, Tyler 
Jones, effective February 15, 2020, and approve compensation for any 
unused vacation time. 

 

Council Member Box made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented, 
with the above amendments. Council Member Jones seconded the motion. The 
Mayor called for discussion, and there being none, all Council Members voted in 
favor of same, with a unanimous vote. 

 

VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 
 

A. General Comments from the Mayor and Council Members. 
 
There were no comments from the Mayor and Council Members. 
 

B. Proclamation: Heritage Academy 
 
Mayor Smith presented a Proclamation to the Coaches and Football Players 
of Heritage Academy for having a 15-0 winning season. 
 

C. Swearing In of one (1) CPD Officer 
 
Mayor Smith swore in Police Officer Sherman Mosely as he recited the Oath 
of Office. Chief Shelton pinned on the badge and insignia. 
 

D. BOARD VACANCIES 
 
David Armstrong, COO, announced vacancies on various Boards and 
remarked that only one appointment can be made tonight. 
 
TREE BOARD: 

 1 VACANCY, 3-Year Term for Carol Boggess Expires 2/07/2020. 

 Appointment will be made February 4, 2020. 
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  APPLICANT: 

 Carol Boggess 
 
  Council member Jones made a motion to reappoint Carol Boggess to the  
  Tree Board for a 3-Year Term, until February 7, 2023. Council Member 
  Beard seconded the motion. 
 
  All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
  The motion carried. 
 

  ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT & APPEALS 
 

o 2 Vacancies, 3-Year Terms for Chris Chain and Rob Graham 
expire 2/21/2020. 

o Appointment will be made March 3, 2020. 
 

APPLICANT 

 Chris Chain 
 
 
   CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU 

 2 Vacancies, 3-Year Terms for Whirllie Byrd and Nadia Colom 
Expire 3/01/2020. 

 Appointments can be made March 03, 2020. 

 1 Vacancy to fill the remainder of the 4-Year Unexpired Term of 
Maj. General Thomas Moore. This term will expire 10/1/2022. 

 Maj. General Moore resigned 1/27/2020 as the CVB Joint 
Appointee by the Mayor and president of the Board of 
Supervisors. 
 

APPLICANT 

 Whirllie Byrd 

 Quinn Brislin 
 

 
   COLUMBUS MUNICIPAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 1 Vacancy, 5 Year Term for Telisa Clay Young Expires 
3/03/2020. 

 Appointment can be made March 3, 2020. 
 

APPLICANT 

 Telisa Clay Young 
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   BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT & APPEAL OF DEVELOPMENT  
   CODES 
 

 1 Vacancy, 1-Year Term for Kevin Stafford, expires 3/06/2020. 

 Appointment will be made March 3, 2020. 
 

APPLICANT: 

 Kevin Stafford 
 

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA: 
 
PAUL SWAIN – Renovation of Old Train 
Paul Swain came before the Mayor and Council and remarked that he resigned in 
2019, but wish to be restored as Coordinator in charge of renovating the Old Train 
located on Hwy. 182. Council Member Gavin made a motion to restore Paul Swain 
to his former position of Coordinator of renovating the Old Train on Highway 182. 
Council Member Beard seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 
 
Mr. Swain then requested a budget of $5,000.00 to begin on renovation projects of 
the Old Train. The money would be used to paint the train and replace broken 
windows. This money was not budgeted. Council Member Jones made a motion to 
table this request until the next Regular Council Meeting and requested Mr. Swain 
to bring a proposal, including the specific renovations and cost. Council Member 
Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion, with the exception of Council 
Member Mickens, who opposed. 
 
The motion carried 5/1.  

 
VIII. POLICY AGENDA 

 
A. Discuss/Approve donation of $750.00 to the Lowndes County Chapter 

of the MUW Alumni Association’s Welcome Home Reception to be paid 
from Advertising City Resources. 

 
Council Member Box moved to approve the expenditure of $750.00 from 
001-004-695 (Advertising City Resources) donation to the Lowndes County 
Chapter of the MUW Alumni Association’s Welcome Home Reception, and 
find that said amount is a legitimate expense that will advertise and bring into 
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favorable notice the opportunities, possibilities and resources of the City of 
Columbus. Council Member Gavin seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

The motion carried. 

B. Discuss FEMA and Good News Update 
 
Joe Dillon, City FEMA Coordinator, updated the Mayor and Council on 
various projects that the City is currently involved in. SEE BELOW: 
 

1. FEMA STORM SHELTERS – application is complete and waiting on 
approval. 

2. NEW FIRE TRUCK – The Fire and Rescue Department has received 
a new fire truck that was paid for with Grant funds and Insurance 
Rebate funds. 

3. EXHAUST SYSTEM – The Fire and Rescue Department was 
awarded a $180,000.00 grant from FEMA, requiring a 10% match for 
an Exhaust System. The 10% match will be paid with Fire Rebate 
funds. 

4. AMPHITHEATER – The City hired a contractor to remove graffiti off 
the Amphitheater and he was successful in doing so. 

5. SIM SCOTT – the Rebuilding efforts are underway at Sim Scott. The 
Concrete was poured February 3, 2020. 

6. NEW POTHOLD PATCH MACHINE – The Public Works Department 
has purchased a new Pothole Patch machine that will help with filling 
in potholes throughout the City. 

 
  Nicole Clinkscales updated the Mayor and Council on Recovery efforts as  
  a result of the February 23, 2019 tornado. Ms. Clinkscales remarked that  
  there were 185 potential clients. Their organization has opened and  
  closed 76 cases; demolished three (3) homes and three (3) rebuilds are  
  currently in process; the Mennonite Disaster Relief Group are still working 
  in the rebuild efforts. Ms. Clinkscales also announced that a Memorial  
  Service will be held on Saturday, February 22, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. on or  
  near Sim Scott Park Area to commemorate the progress that was made 
  the past year. Day of Service events will follow. Mayor Smith thanked 
  Ms. Clinkscales and the Recovery Organization for all they have done. 

 
C.  Discuss/Approve rehiring one (1) CPD Officer, contingent on 

successful completion of a pre-employment medical exam and drug 
screen. 
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Council Member Box made a motion to rehire DARNELL MADISON as CPD 
Officer, contingent on successful completion of a pre-employment medical 
exam and drug screen. Council Member Jones seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 
 

D. Discuss/Approve hiring one (1) part-time Certified Police Officer. 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to hire DONALD ELKIN as a part-
time Certified Police Officer at $20.00 per hour. Mr. Elkin currently works as a 
Reserve Police Officer at $12.05 per hour. Council Member Beard seconded 
the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 
 

E. Consider/Approve Resolution accepting donation of Real Property and 
authorizing Mayor to execute any documents necessary to complete 
acceptance of same, including tax documents acknowledging value of 
donated property. 
 
General Counsel Jeff Turnage discussed the Resolution of the Mayor and 
City Council of the City of Columbus, Mississippi accepting by the City of a 
Leasehold Assignment by Donation and Bill of Sale by Donation to the City 
together with a Donation of improvements to that leasehold property 
described herein, said assignment and donation being offered to the City by 
CMR Enterprises, Inc., a Mississippi Corporation, John Young, President and 
sole shareholder. Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the 
Resolution accepting donation of Real Property and authorizing the Mayor to 
execute any documents necessary to complete acceptance of same, 
including tax documents acknowledging value of donated property. Council 
Member Gavin seconded the motion followed by a voice vote as follows: 
 
 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART  YES  
 COUNCIL MEMBER MICKENS  YES  
 COUNCIL MEMBER BOX   YES  
 COUNCIL MEMBER BEARD  YES  
 COUNCIL MEMBER JONES  YES  
 COUNCIL MEMBER GAVIN  YES  
 
 



MINUTES OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
FEBRUARY 4, 2020 
 

 Having received a majority of the vote, the Mayor declared that the 
Resolution had passed as set forth above. 
 
 RESOLVED AND ORDERED by the Mayor and City Council of the 
City Council of the City of Columbus on this the  
4th  day of February, 2020. 
 
 
THE RESOLUTION FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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F. Discuss/Approve Sale of Real Property. 

 
The General Counsel reported that the Council approved the sale of Real 
Property to Roger Larsen at the previous meeting; however, the City has 
learned that the property is not owned by the City. Council Member Jones 
made a motion to rescind the previous action to sell the property and 
approve the Sale of an Abandoned alley by Quit Claim Deed for the sum of 
$500.00 and pay Realtor Dennis Coleman the sum of $500.00 for the title 
work. Council Member Gavin seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 

 
G. Discuss/Approve cost of property clean-up on cases previously heard 

by Mayor and Council and for which remediation has been completed. 
 

 Council Member Gavin made a motion to adjudicate property previously 
 heard by Council and for which remediation has been completed. Council 
 Member Beard seconded the motion. 

 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried. 

 
 
  THE ADJUDICATED PROPERTY LIST FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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H. Discuss/Approve hiring one (1) Truck Driver, contingent on successful 

completion of a pre-employment medical exam and drug screen. 
 
Council Member Gavin made a motion to hire one (1) Truck Driver, 
contingent on successfully completion of a pre-employment medical exam 
and drug screen. Council Member Jones seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 
 

I. Discuss/Approve hiring of two (2) Public Works Department Laborers, 
contingent on successful completion of a pre-employment medical 
exam and drug screen. 

 
Council Member Beard made a motion to hire two (2) Public Works 
Department Laborers, contingent on successful completion of a pre-
employment medical exam and drug screen. Council Member Jones 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 
 

J. Discuss/Approve promotions of two (2) Columbus Fire & Rescue 
Firefighters to Fire Engineers. 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to promote Firefighters Corey Haynes 
and Justin Garza to the position of Fire Engineers with a pay increase to 
$12.48 hourly. Council Member Jones seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 
 

K. Discuss/Approve promotion of one (1) Columbus Recreation 
Department Grounds Technician to Routine Maintenance. 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to promote Tony Stewart to Routine 
Maintenance at $17.50 per hour. Council Member Beard seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
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The motion carried. 

 
 

 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 
 
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, Council Member Beard moved that the 

meeting be adjourned. Upon second by Council Member Gavin and unanimous 

vote, the Mayor announced that the meeting was ADJOURNED. 

 
 

 Approved by:             
      Robert E. Smith, Sr., Mayor                  Deliah T. Vaughn 
                 CFO- Secretary-Treasurer 

 
 

 

 
 


