
MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
APRIL 7, 2020 

 

The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, April 7, 2020 at 5:00 p.m.  
in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Robert E. Smith, Sr. presided over  
the meeting, and all Council Members were present. Also present were the COO, CFO,  
General Counsel, Police Chief, Assistant Police Chief and HR Director. All other Department  
Heads participated via teleconference.  

 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION 
 
Mayor Smith called the meeting to order and called on Rev. Charlie Whitney, pastor  
of Grace Baptist Church, to offer the Invocation. 
 

II. APPROVE MINUTES FOR THE MEETINGS OF MARCH 17 & 21, 2020. 
 
Council Member Gavin made a motion to approve the Minutes from the Meetings of  

March 17 & 21, 2020. Council Member Beard seconded the motion. 

 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 

The motion carried 

 

III. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS. 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for April 7,  
2020, in the amount of $1,193,411.84. Council Member Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 
 

IV. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
Delete Item “A” – Approve request to refund thirteen (13) citizens for Trotter rental fees. 
POLICY AGENDA: 
Add Item “A1” – Discuss/Approve Resolution concerning Child Care and EMCC Golf  
Course. 
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Delete Item “E” – Discuss/Approve hiring one (1) CPD Officer, contingent upon a  
successful drug screen and pre-employment physical. 
 
Delete Item “J” – Discuss/Approve Derelict Docket. 
 
Add Item “K” – Designate the City of Columbus as an applicant for Federal Disaster 
Public Assistance as part of the President’s Declaration of Mississippi as a Federal 
Disaster regarding the Coronavirus. 
 
Add Item “L” –Appoint an applicant as FEMA Disaster Coordinator for above incident  
and authorize same person to submit and sign documents for the City of Columbus  
pursuant to above. 
 
Add Item “M” – Consider/Approve Resolution regarding COVID-19. 
 
Council Member Gavin made a motion to approve the Agenda as presented, with  
the above amendments. Council Member Jones seconded the motion. The Mayor  
called for discussion, and there being none, all Council Members voted in favor of  
same, with a unanimous vote. 
 

V. CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. DELETED 
 

B. Ratify request for six (6) CPD Officers and one (1) City Garage Mechanic to  
travel to Jefferson City, Missouri to pick up four (4) patrol cars and approve  
travel and meal expenses. 

 

C. Accept letter of resignation from CPD Officer, Raymond Cyr, effective March 22,  
2020. 
 

Council Member Gavin made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as  
presented, with the above amendments. Council Member Beard seconded the  
motion. The Mayor called for discussion, and there being none, all Council  
Members voted in favor of same, with a unanimous vote.  
 
 
 

VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 
 

A. General Comments from the Mayor and Council members 
 

COO David Armstrong reported that MML has been postponed until  

September 1 – 3, 2020. 
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B. BOARD VACANCIES: 
 

David Armstrong, COO, announced vacancies on various boards and 
remarked that one (1) appointment can be made tonight. 

 

TREE BOARD 

 1 Vacancy, 3-Year Term for Bruce Sansing Expired 4/04/2020. 

 Appointment will be made April 7, 2020. 

 

APPLICANT 

 Bruce Sansing 

 
Council Member Jones made a motion to reappoint Bruce Sansing to the  
Tree Board for a three (3) Year Term, until April 4, 2023. Council Member  
Beard seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 

 

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA 
 
 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA: 
 

A. Renew Proclamation and Resolution of Existence of a Local Emergency. 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the request to renew the  
Proclamation and Resolution of Existence of a Local Emergency. Council  
Member Gavin seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 
 
THE PROCLAMATION AND RESOLUTION FOLLOWS: 
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A1.  Discuss Resolution concerning Child Care & EMCC Golf Course 
 
      Mayor Smith discussed the recent Executive Order from the Governor, which 
      covers “essential” and “non-essential” businesses and includes daycare  
      facilities as “essential.” Therefore, the City’s governing body does not have  
      the authority to close daycare centers, but can impose restrictions on those 
      that choose to remain open. The Mayor and Council also discussed 
      EMCC (East Mississippi Community College) Golf Course. Action was 
      taken following the discussion of Item “M” on the Policy Agenda. 

 
 

B. Discuss FEMA and Good News Columbus Update. 
 
Joe Dillon, the City’s FEMA Coordinator, came forward and updated the Mayor 
and Council on specific projects. He began by stating that the City has received 
approval on FEMA applications for the February 23, 2019 Tornado. He will apply 
for COVID-19 assistance/coverage to include overtime, personnel that are on 
Administrative Leave with pay, equipment, cleaning and supplies, legal fees, 
Engineering fees and loss of revenue. He asked all Department Heads to keep 
records of spending. The Tornado Shelters are temporarily on hold.  
 

C. Consider/Approve Budget Amendment for the Fire Department 
 
Deliah Vaughn, CFO, requested approval of Budget Amendment for the 
Fire Department in the amount of $3,461.59. This amount includes back pay 
for two (2) Fire Department K-9 handlers that were not compensated for 
handling their Fire Department dogs. Council Member Box made a motion 
to approve a Budget Amendment for the Fire Department, in the amount 
of $3,461.59 for back pay for K-9 Handlers. Council member Mickens 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 
 

D. Discuss/Approve hiring four (4) CPD Reserve Officers, contingent upon 
a successful pre-employment medical exam and drug screen. 

 
Council Member Jones made a motion to hire four (4) Reserve Police 
Officers for the Police Department: ZACHARY O’CALLAGHAN, TYREKE 
PRUDE, DEVIN STRONG AND DEBORAH YOUNG, contingent on 
successful completion of a pre-employment medical exam and drug  
screen. Council Member Gavin seconded the motion. 
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All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 
 

E. DELETED 
 
F. Accept letter of Retirement from Garage Superintendent and approve 

request to compensate him for 240 hours of accrued vacation leave and 
submit the remaining unused vacation and sick leave to PERS, and 
authorize the HR Director to begin the normal recruitment procedures. 
 
 Council Member Jones made a motion to  accept letter of Retirement  
 from Garage Superintendent and approve request to compensate him for 
240 hours of accrued vacation leave and submit the remaining unused 
vacation and sick leave to PERS, and authorize the HR Director to begin the 
normal recruitment procedures. Council Member Gavin seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 

 

G. Discuss/Approve request to award Bid for Advertising Legals and Pro- 
ceedings. 
 
Council Member Gavin made a motion to approve the request to award the 
Bid for Advertising Legals and Proceedings to the Columbus Packet based 
on the following results: 
 

                    The Commercial Dispatch: 
           1st Insertion  .08 cents per word 
           2nd Insertion  .04 cents per word 
 
          The Columbus Packet:  
           1st Run  .03 cents per word 
           2nd Run  .02 cents per word 

 
Council Member Jones seconded the motion. 
 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 
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H. Discuss/Approve permission request to award the Base Bid, 
Additive Alternate No. 2, and Additive Alternate No. 4 to the lowest, 
responsive bidder, Cobb Environmental & Technical Services, Inc., 
 
Zac Foster, engineer with Neel-Schaffer, Inc., participated in the meeting 
via teleconference and recommend that the Mayor and Council award the 
bid for the Fuel Farm Tank replacement, MDOT Multi-Modal Project No.  
MM-0019-0620 for Columbus-Lowndes County Airport, in the amount of 
$171,453.00 to Cobb Environmental & Technical Services, Inc. as the 
lowest responsive bidder, contingent upon the CLCA Board’s approval. 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the request as stated 
Above. Council Member Beard seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 
 

I. Discuss/Approve 16th Section Estoppel Agreement 
 
General Counsel Turnage apprised the Mayor and Council of 16th Section 
Estoppel Agreement from an attorney who is representing a buyer for the 
16th Section property, 13th Street Apartments. Council Member Mickens 
made a motion to approve the Agreement. Council Member Jones seconded 
the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 
 

J. DELETED. 
 

K. Designate the City of Columbus as an applicant for Federal Disaster 
Public Assistance as part of the President’s Declaration of Mississippi 
as a Federal Disaster regarding the Coronavirus. 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the request to designate 
the City of Columbus as an applicant for Federal Disaster Public Assistance 
as part of the President’s Declaration of Mississippi as a Federal Disaster 
regarding the Coronavirus. Council Member Gavin seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 
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L. Appoint an applicant as FEMA Disaster Coordinator for above incident 
and authorize same person to sign and submit documents for the City 
of Columbus pursuant to above. 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to appoint Joe Dillon as FEMA 
Disaster Coordinator for the Federal Disaster Public Assistance as a result 
of COVID-19 and compensate him at a rate of $92.00 per hour and not  
to exceed $10,000.00. Council Member Stewart seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 
 

M. Discuss/Approve Resolution of the Mayor and City Council of the City of 
Columbus, Mississippi, declaring additional measures for the control 
of contagious and infectious diseases and for the protection of Public 
Health and Welfare and for related purposes. 
 
The Mayor, Council members and the General Counsel discussed in detail 
a Resolution of the Mayor and City Council of the City of Columbus,  
Mississippi, Declaring Additional Measures for the Control of Contagious 
and Infectious Diseases and for the Protection of Public Health and Welfare 
and for related purposes. Council Members asked questions and offered 
comments on each section. Council Member Gavin moved for adoption of the  
Resolution, which motion was seconded by Council Member Jones, said  
Resolution having been introduced in writing at a regular meeting of the Mayor  
and City Council of the City of Columbus, Mississippi, held on April 7, 2020,  
which was read, considered, debated and ultimately adopted, paragraph by  
paragraph, section by section, then as a whole, and the question being put to  
a vote, the Mayor recorded the votes as follows: 

 
  
 
 COUNCIL MEMBER:    VOTED   YES    NO 
 

 Council Member Taylor-Stewart    voted    √                

 Council Member Mickens     voted                √          

 Council Member Box     voted   √    

 Council Member Beard     voted   √    

 Council Member Jones     voted   √    

 Council Member Gavin     voted   √    
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      The motion carried with a 5/1 vote. 
 

APPROVED, this the  7th   day of April, 2020. 
 
 

THE RESOLUTION FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            (THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY)      
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ADJOURNMENT: 
 
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor  

and City Council. There being none, Council Member Gavin moved that the  

meeting be adjourned. Upon second by Council Member Jones and unanimous  

vote, the Mayor announced that the meeting was ADJOURNED. 

 
 

 Approved by:             
      Robert E. Smith, Sr., Mayor                  Deliah T. Vaughn 
                 CFO- Secretary-Treasurer 
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